
Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of 

Barron held December 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, 

John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Janelle Gruetzmacher 

and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Rick 

Jari and Dan Penzkover 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda, as 

follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

a.  Approval of the minutes of November 11, 2008 and November 

20, 2008. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 

             c.  Approval of the recommendation of the Utility Commission 

for the 

                  Switchgear replacement from Shallbetter, Inc. in the amount 

of $381,825.00. 

 

d. Approval of the 2009 insurance renewal from Wausau 

Insurance 

Company as outlined in their proposal effective January 1, 

2009.  

 

              e.  Approval of the recommendation from the Street Committee 

to purchase 

                   a 1999 International 4900 from Mid-State Service @ Eau 

Claire at a  

                   cost not to exceed $33,000.00. 

 

f. Approval of the proposed public fire protection charges as 

noticed in 



the Barron News Shield on the November 15, 2008 public 

notice to all customers of the Barron Light and Water Utility 

with an effective date  

of December 15, 2008. 

 

             g.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to 

enter into a 

                   three year service agreement with CTC, Inc. for a Managed 

Business Server 

                   and IT Support at a monthly cost of $698.00. 

 

             h.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to 

accept the  

                    2002 GMC Envoy which was seized in a crime; pay-off the 

$1,100.00 lien;  

                    perform the necessary repairs estimated to cost $1,347.38 

and advertise for 

                    sale our 2002 Ford Crown Victoria with a minimum 

acceptable bid of 

                    $2,000.00.   

 

              i.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee 

and appoint 

                   Andrew Schofield as a Sergeant in the police department. 

 

              j.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee 

that Byron 

                    Miller, Chief of Police attend the Law Enforcement 

Management and 

                    Executive Conference in Superior, January 12-15, 2009. 

 

              k.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to 

allow 

                     Michael Lynch, Investigator in the police department to 

carry-over 

                     16 hours of unused vacation to be used no later than 

January 31, 2009. 

 

Rick Jari, Utility Manager explained the proposed switchgear project 

and the fact that a contractor will need to bid on the installation of said 



switchgear which is scheduled for March or April, 2009.   The project 

costs will be included in a revenue bond issue next year.   

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter,  Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher and 

Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Dietrich to approve the request of Rick 

Ellingworth and direct the utility to install a street light on Grove 

Avenue between 3
rd

 & 4
th

 Street.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The memorandum of understanding between the City of Barron and 

Michael Lynch, Investigator was reviewed and referred to the Police 

Committee for a recommendation. 

 

Discussion followed on our proposed LaSalle Avenue stimulus project.   

A special council meeting will take place on December 18, 2008 for 

approval or rejection of engineering proposals for work on the proposed 

street/utility project.  

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this 

time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                ____________________________   

                                                                  Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 

 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

November 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council 

members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike 

Dietrich and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  Janelle Gruetzmacher (arrived at 7:08 p.m.). Others 

present:  Gerald Liden, Nancy Dhatt and Eric Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 



 

Mayor David Vruwink announced that at this time he would open the public hearing on 

our proposed 2009 City of Barron budget and would entertain comments or questions 

from the public. 

 

Nancy Dhatt, Library Director appeared to answer any questions on the 2009 proposed 

library budget.  Additionally, Ms. Dhatt explained Act 150 funding and its positive 

impact on library expenditures and the fact that Act 150 funds have paid $48,217.00 of 

library expenses this year. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink asked if anyone else from the public wished to comment on the 

proposed budget. 

 

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor David Vruwink closed the 

public hearing at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Porter to approve the 2009 City of Barron proposed City 

of Barron budget as printed in the November 5, 2008 issue of the Barron News Shield 

with a local tax levy as follows:  general fund $750,737.00 and debt service funds 

$359,246.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve Ordinance No. 2008 - # 8 as 

follows: 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve of the Police Committee 

recommendation and name Michael Freeman, Assistant Chief of Police with an 

annualized salary of $46,467.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation of the Wage 

Negotiation Committee as outlined by letter dated November 17, 2008 from Mayor 

David Vruwink to members of the Common Council of the City of Barron for the 2009 

wage and benefits for non-union city/utility employees.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve Ordinance No. 2008 - # 9 as 

recommended by the Wage Negotiation Committee which establishes the 2009 

compensation of municipal officers of the City of Barron.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion followed on the fact that earlier today representatives from SEH, MSA and 

Cedar Corporation were invited in to discuss providing engineering services on a possible 

street/utility project on LaSalle Avenue between South Mill Street and 7
th
 Street.  This 

project may be eligible for a future stimulus project.  Engineering proposals will be acted 

upon at the December 9, 2008 city council meeting. 

 



Discussion took place on the need to get representatives from the Trane Company to 

attend a meeting with representatives from the City of Barron and the Barron Area 

Community Center, Inc. to resolve issues with the heating/cooling project at the center. 

 

There was no objection to the city paying for the monthly charges for the dumpster at the 

new site of the clothing shop/food pantry. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        ______________________________    

                                                                         Tony Slagstad 

                                                                         City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron 

held November 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  

Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, 

Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Janelle Gruetmacher and Bob Rollins.  

Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond and Eric 

Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the consent agenda, 

as follows: 

Consent Agenda: 

a. Approval of the minutes of October 14, 2008. 

b. Approval of the bills. 

c.  Approval of the proposal dated October 31, 2008 from Sterling 

Bank for the 

     loan on the new fire truck at an interest rate of 3.9% with a 

$36,000.00 draw in       

     December, 2008 and the final $72,000.00 draw in May, 2009. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher and 

Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Roccy Raymond, City Engineer appeared to discuss the possibility of some 

type of federal government economic stimulus and the fact that the city may 

want to consider having a project ready to bid should the opportunity present 

itself.  There is no guarantee that this would be made available.  Discussion 

took place on the feasibility of whether or not we should design the 

street/utility improvements on LaSalle Avenue between Highway 25 South 

and 7
th

 Street.  At the minimum this portion of LaSalle Avenue is in need of 

re-surfacing.  The engineering plan could always be used in the future should 

the economic stimulus not be available.   The street committee will discuss 

this further and determine a priority list of future projects.  

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to approve the recommendation of the 

Wage Negotiation Committee to rescind the existing wage negotiation 

procedure and the existing policy of granting wage increases on an average 

across the board basis for full-time non union employees for two consecutive 

years with increases granted every third year, on a percentage basis.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the 

recommendation of the Wage Negotiation Committee to grant future wage 

adjustments based upon a percentage basis.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the proposed public fire protection charges as 

prepared by Dan Thole.   Currently, the taxpayers contribute $126,232.00 to 

the water utility each year for the public fire protection charge.  The Public 

Service Commission of Wisconsin will hold a public hearing on our request to 

collect this money thru the water bill.  The proposed annual charge for 

residential water users is $67.37.   Charges to tax exempt entities, including 

the city, county, school district, churches, etc. will be based upon the size of 

the water meter. 

 

Discussion took place on the letter dated October 31, 2008 from the 

Wisconsin Department of Revenue regarding our assessed values compared 

to full values.   Funds are currently budgeted in the 2009 city budget for a 

market value adjustment to be performed by Lynette Heffner, City Assessor 

and Gene Johnson of Appraisal Services and Data Processing Sys., Inc. 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Porter to request the Department of 

Natural Resources to allow certain monitoring requirement changes at the 

landfill as outlined in their letter dated October 2, 2008 to Mike Romsos 

which would add and delete certain required tests.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 



Mayor Vruwink reported on the recent request he had for the city to provide 

van service.  

Additional information will be gathered for future discussions on this matter. 

 

The proposed 2009 City of Barron budget was reviewed at this time.   The 

public hearing on the proposed budget will be conducted on November 20, 

2008 @ 7:00 p.m. at city hall. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Mayor Vruwink announced that he would entertain a motion to adjourn into 

closed session as authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) for the purpose of 

discussing the 2009 wages and benefits for non-union employees. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to adjourn into closed session 

at 8:45 p.m. as outlined above. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher and 

Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Council members present:  Vruwink, Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, 

Gruetzmacher and Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden 

and Tony Slagstad. 

 

Mayor Vruwink called the closed session to order at 8:45 p.m. 

 

The purpose of the closed session was to discuss 2009 wages and benefits for 

non-union employees.  Discussion took place on the recommendation of the 

Wage Negotiation Committee relative to the 2009 wages and benefits for non-

union employees.  There was 

no objection to said recommendation. 

 

No action was taken this evening in closed session. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to adjourn the closed session at 9:40 

p.m.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

  

Duly moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                              

______________________________   



                                                                                              Tony Slagstad 

                                                                                              City Clerk  

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of 

Barron held October 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall.   Council members present: 

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike 

Dietrich and Janelle 

Gruetzmacher.  Absent:  Bob Rollins.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, 

Byron Miller, Greg  

Mikunda, Dave Rasmussen, Bob Missling, Roccy Raymond and Eric 

Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve the consent agenda, 

as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

    a.  Approval of the minutes of September 9, 2008. 

 

     b.  Approval of the bills. 

    

c. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to 

accept the 

     resignation of Jennifer Hagen, Assistant Chief of Police, effective, 

     October 24, 2008. 

 

      d.  Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee and 

hire 

           Michael Lynch to fill the investigator position in the department. 

 

e. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to send 

Michael 

          Lynch to Basic Fire Investigating Training at CVTC in Eau Claire 

on 



          November 7-9, 2008 at a cost not to exceed $500.00. 

 

f. Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to 

purchase a John 

          Deere X540 M-T less deck ï turf, less the trade-in of a John Deere 

GX345 48C 

          turf tires at a net cost of $3,700.00 as outlined in their summary 

dated 9/23/08. 

 

g. Approval of the recommendation of Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-

Treasurer to 

           purchase a Model IM440 Hasler Digital Mail System at a cost of 

$3,282.00 as 

           outlined by their proposal dated September 30, 2008. 

 

h. Approval of the request dated September 23, 2008 from the Past 

Reflections 

          Car Club to use the field next to the cemetery on September 13, 

2009. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich and Gruetzmacher. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Greg Mikunda appeared representing the Barron Area Nordic Trail 

Association to  

request $3,500.00 towards lighting their trail system.  To date, Barron 

County has 

pledged $3,500.00 in a matching grant; other cash contributions 

received this year 

total $2,475.00; a November 8, 2008 pancake fundraiser expects to raise 

$1,500.00 and other anticipated donations total approximately $500.00.  

The total estimated project is $10,000.00.   There are unused funds in 

the 2008 swimming pool budget that could cover 

the city contribution. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to authorize up to $3,500.00 

towards the 

BANTA lighting project.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes.  

(Gruetzmacher abstained.) 

 



Dave Rasmussen, Sr. Planner with MSA Professional Services of Rice 

Lake reported 

on the public hearing held earlier this evening by the Plan Commission.   

The Plan 

Commission is recommending approval of a Resolution adopting 

amendment # 1 to the project plan for Tax Increment District # 4. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the following 

Resolution: 

 
Adopting Amendment #1 to the Project Plan 

for Tax Increment Financing District #4 
City of Barron 

 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Legislature has established legislation allowing municipalities 
to amend Tax Increment Financing Districts in order to encourage development by 
allowing municipalities to recover associated project costs before overlying taxing 
authorities benefit from the additional values created; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission has prepared an amendment to the existing 
Project Plan which has the purpose of encouraging the orderly growth and development 
of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amendment includes the addition of property to the TIF District and 
additional projects; and 
 
WHEREAS, said amendment specifies the kind, number and location of all proposed 
public improvements and contains a detailed listing of estimated project costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been demonstrated that the amendment to the Project Plan is 
economically feasible; and 
 
WHEREAS, included in the amendment is a description of the methods of financing all 
estimated project costs and the time when costs or monetary obligations related thereto 
are to be incurred; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission has conducted a public hearing at which 
interested parties were afforded a reasonable opportunity to express their views on the 
proposed amendment to the Project Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Barron has complied with all provisions of Wisconsin Statutes 
66.1105 and other relevant laws in the preparation of the amendment to the Project 
Plan. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT, RESOLVED, that the City of Barron hereby adopts the 
Amendment #1 to the Project Plan for Tax Increment Financing District #4; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that the City of Barron intends to implement the various 
provisions of the Project Plan based on a periodic review of said plan; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER, RESOLVED, that the City of Barron intends to comply with all relevant 
laws pertaining to the implementation of said plan, including the completion of required 
audits, the publication of annual reports, and necessary cooperation with the Department 
of Revenue. 
 
Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Bob Missling, President of the Barron Golf Club, Inc. Board of 

Directors appeared to request approval from the City of Barron to 

purchase six (6) power golf carts at a total cost of $21,000.00 with re-

payment from the golf club in June, 2009.    The golf club has paid the 

deposit of $2,000.00.   Mr. Missling noted that the City of Barron is the 

owner of  

all of the equipment at the golf course. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to purchase six (6) golf 

carts with the understanding that the golf club will re-pay the City of 

Barron $19,000.00 without interest in June, 2009.  Motion carried 3 ayes 

0 nayes.  (Porter and Dzubay abstained.) 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to deny the request dated 

September 19, 2008 from Bridget LeGore to amend Ordinance No. 2006 

- # 6 which would allow school busses to be parked on private property.   

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion  took place on whether or not we should seek bids on our 

2009 insurance for workerôs compensation, general liability, police 

professional liability, automobile, umbrella, equipment breakdown, 

crime and public officials liability or stay with Wausau Insurance 

Company for another year or two.   It was agreed to request a renewal 

bid from 

Wausau Insurance Company by the end of November and if the price 

was similar to the  

2008 premium, we would stay with Wausau Insurance in 2009. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the proposed 

letter for our waiver request to the Bureau of Aeronautics in response to 

an e-mail dated September 8, 2008 from Stacey Miller of the Bureau of 

Aeronautics.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 



 

Discussion took place on the need to hold down spending in our 2009 

City of Barron budget due to our difficult economic times.   The 

committees should meet to review proposed budgets by the end of the 

month so that the proposed budget can be published 

in a timely manner. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this 

time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

_____________________________   

                                                                     Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

September 

9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Offices of the Chamber of Commerce at City Hall.  

Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike 

Dietrich, Janelle Gruetzmacher and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  John Porter.  Others 

present:  Gerald Liden, 

Roccy Raymond, Tyler Gruetzmacher, Dari McDonald and Sheri Marek. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the consent agenda, as 

follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of August 12, 2008; August 25, 2008 and  

      September 2, 2008. 

 

       b. Approval of the bills. 



 

 c. Authorize interested elected officials to attend the annual League of 

            Wisconsin conference in Stevens Point, October 22-24, 2008. 

 

       d. Authorize Day Spring Church (John Kauffman) to use Kiwanis Park 

             on September 12-14, 2008 for revival meetings.  Note:  A certificate of 

             insurance has been provided naming the City of Barron as an  

             additional insured. 

 

        e. Authorize the appointment of Mark Zimmer as Manager of the Airport. 

 

        f.   Approval of the appointment of Shana Klimek to the Recreation Council 

              as a replacement for Malinda Gumz who has moved out of the city. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Tyler Gruetzmacher appeared representing BANTA to request $3,500.00 towards 

lighting the trails in Rockman Woods.  Mr. Gruetzmacher reported that the 

BANTA group obtained free lighting from the Rhinelander airport.   The Barron 

County Property Committee is considering a similar donation towards the lighting.  

In addition, it has been requested that the city pay the monthly electrical bill for 

the lighting.   Discussion took place on where funds would be taken for our 

contribution. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Dietrich to table the BANTA request until next 

month and research where funds could be taken to cover said contribution.  

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Gruetzmacher to deny the request dated August 

27, 2008 from Dave DeSantis for an additional $5,000.00 for the 2007 South 5
th
 

Street project.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink updated the members of the city council on the status of the 

amendment for TIF # 4 following the Plan Commission meeting held earlier this 

evening.  A public hearing on the amended project plan and district boundaries 

will be conducted by the Plan Commission on Tuesday, October 14, 2008.   

Following said hearing, the city council will act upon the recommendation of the 

Plan Commission later that evening. 

 

Mayor Vruwink reported that the Town of Maple Grove Board approved their 

share of the new truck from Custom Fire and that the Town of Barron Board is 

scheduled to act upon their share at next Tuesdayôs board meeting. 



 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Dzubay to approve the proposal dated September 

8, 2008 from Custom Fire @ Osceola for a fire truck at a total cost of $216,960.00 

or the City of Barron share of $108,480.00.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Dari McDonald appeared representing the Humane Society and updated members 

of the city council on their new policies and procedures.  Ms. McDonald reported 

that many of the dogs/cats are sent to Minnesota for adoption.   The Humane 

Society is working closely with representatives from Barron County on a new 

county facility to be located adjacent to the existing facility. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Discussion took place on the fact that the Wisconsin D.N.R. in cooperation with 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency is hosting a Flood Risk Information 

Open House on Thursday, September 25, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 110 of the 

courthouse.  Mayor Vruwink will attend the floodplain management workshop at 

9:00 a.m. that day in the courthouse.  There was no objection to having Roccy 

Raymond, City Engineer having one of their staff people review the preliminary 

flood insurance study and flood insurance rate map prior to this meeting. 

 

Gerald Liden, City Attorney will proceed with a court order to remove the house 

at 

the Anderson residence located on West Division Avenue. 

 

A brief discussion took place on whether the City of Barron or Town of Barron 

has jurisdiction over property located within the Extraterritorial Zoning District 

regarding junked and inoperable vehicles on site.  Gerald Liden, City Attorney has 

researched this and is of the opinion that this falls under the jurisdiction of the 

Town of Barron.  Mayor Vruwink will advise Gary Nelson, Chairman of the Town 

of Barron of the opinion of 

Mr. Liden. 

 

Mayor Vruwink reported that an article will appear in the paper in the near future 

in which residents will be strongly encouraged to remove diseased trees from their 

property. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                        _____________________________    

                                                                         Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 



 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron, Town of 

Barron Board and Town of Maple Grove Board held September 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod 

Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Bob Rollins, Janelle Gruetzmacher and Mike 

Dietrich.  Absent:  none.  Town of Barron Board members present:  Gary Nelson and Lee 

Swan.  Absent:  Peter McGiffin.  Town of Maple Grove Board members present:  Paul 

Hutchison, Marj Campbell and Irvin Humphrey.  Absent:  none.  Barron Maple Grove 

Fire Department Officers present:  Larry Johnson, Fire Chief, Gerald Henning, Assistant 

Fire Chief and Mike Romsos, Secretary.   Others present:  Gerald Liden, City Attorney 

and Darlene York, Clerk, Town of Maple Grove. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the May 27, 2008 minutes as printed.  

Motion carried 11 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the current allocation of costs (1/3 each) for equipment 

purchases between the City of Barron, Town of Barron and Town of Maple Grove.  Gary 

Nelson, Chairman, Town of Barron distributed a hand-out showing the equalized value, 

population, # of fire numbers, fire protection budget, current cost based upon per resident 

and per fire number and the impact it would have based upon a $200,000.00 equipment 

purchase.   Discussion took place on allocating costs for major equipment purchases 50-

25-25.   The city will still be responsible for the entire cost of replacing the 1978 Chev 

LaFrance pumper which was purchased in 1987 for $29,000.00.  

 

Moved by Nelson, seconded by Hutchison to amend the April 1, 1974 charter and that 

capital expenditures in excess of $100,000.00 be allocated 50% to the City of Barron and 

25% each to the Town of Barron and Town of Maple Grove, subject to further review in 

five (5) years.   

 

At this time members of their respective municipalities caucused to discuss the motion.    

 

The group all assembled together again.  Mayor Vruwink reported that the members of 

the city council opposed the proposed allocation of costs.   

 

Further discussion/negotiation took place on the allocation of costs followed by a caucus 

of the respective municipalities. 

 

At this time Gary Nelson, Paul Hutchison and David Vruwink voted in favor of the 

motion resulting  

in a unanimous vote. 

 

Discussion took place on the demo 2006 Crimson pumper which is available at a cost of 

approximately $200,000.00.  This two man cab has an International chassis with a 1,500 



g.p.m. pump.   It does not have the pump and roll feature.   Gerald Henning, Assistant 

Chief will review the specs for this truck and report his findings as soon as possible. 

 

Moved by Hutchison, seconded by Dzubay to direct the fireman to obtain additional 

information on the 2006 Crimson pumper. 

 

Discussion took place on the following potential grants:  FEMA $65,579.00 with local 

share of $3,451.00; D.N.R. 50-50 grant for a $7,200.00 pump; Jaws of Life $7,000.00 

grant with no local share and an Ag Star grant for $2,500.00 with no local share. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                            _______________________________   

                                                                              Tony Slagstad, City Clerk   

 

 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held August 

25, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Janelle 

Gruetzmacher and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, David 

Hanson, Rick Jari, Nancy Kasper, Roberta Mosentine, Roccy Raymond and Vanyo 

Moody. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Vanyo Moody, owner of Monroe Manor appeared to discuss his proposed building 

expansion project in which he would acquire the property currently owned by Primera 

Foods Corporation.  This would allow him to expand his assisted living facility to the east 

and add thirty-six rooms and hire ten to twenty additional employees.  However, the 

demolition of the existing buildings makes this project prohibitive without some type of 

grant funds to assist in those costs.  There are currently two private wells on the site that 

would need to be abandoned.  The city is interested in replacing the existing storm sewer 

on South 6
th
 Street as it is in poor condition and Mr. Moody would be agreeable to a 

storm sewer easement across his property to Quadererôs Creek.   Mr. Moody would also 

be interested in deeding necessary land between 6
th
 and 7

th
 Street for Monroe Avenue.  

There is no timetable at this time for the project.  The architect suggested it would take 

upwards of three months for state approved plans for the project.  Demolition costs, 

including asbestos abatement are in the neighborhood of $400,000.00. 

 

Dave Rasmussen, Sr. Planner with the MSA Rice Lake office discussed the possibility of 

a Brownfield grant from the Department of Commerce to assist with the demolition costs, 

asbestos abatement costs and site preparation costs.   However, Mr. Rasmussen stressed 

that there is no guarantee that the City of Barron would receive funding for this project.  



The fee for the grant application is estimated at $5,000.00 and would be a billed on a time 

and material basis. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to approve the proposal from MSA Professional 

Services, Inc. dated August 25, 2008 for a Brownfield Grant Application at an estimated 

cost of $5,000.00.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not we should amend Tax Incremental District (TIF) 

# 4 to include the Monroe Manor and Primera Foods Corporation property and to amend 

the project plan.   The fee is estimated at $5,500.00 and would be billed on a time and 

material basis. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve the proposal from MSA Professional 

Services Inc. dated August 25, 2008 for the TIF #4 amendment at an estimated cost of 

$5,500.00. Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The Plan Commission will meet with Dave Rasmussen at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

September 9, 2008 to begin work on the TIF # 4 amendment. 

 

Rick Jari, Utility Manager explained the reasons that the utility commission is 

recommending a sewer rate hike at this time.  They include:  increase in Barronôs 

allocation of the usage of the Barron/Cameron treatment plant and an increase in 

electrical and other operation and maintenance costs.  Our increase in operation and 

maintenance costs total $54,000.00 since 2005 due to the shift in the allocation of costs 

between Barron and Cameron.   The current rates have been in effect since June, 2006. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve Ordinance No. 2008 - # 7 as 

proposed.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.    

                                                                                    

 __________________________________ 

                              Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

August 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council 

members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike 

Dietrich, Janelle Gruetzmacher and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  

Dave Wiehe, Jennie Wiehe and  Len Fast.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 



Mayor David Vruwink introduced Dave & Jennie Wiehe who recently purchased the 

local Hardware Hank store.  The Wieheôs introduced themselves and gave a brief 

background about themselves. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

a.   Approval of the minutes of July 8, 2008 & July 29, 2008. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 

c. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to hire Todd 

Seemann and 

Jason Zimmerman as occasional part-time police officers. 

 

d. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to approve the 

Investigator 

job description. 

 

e. Approval of the proposed updates dated July 24, 2008 to the City of Barron       

      Emergency Operations Plan as presented by Randy Books, Director of the 

Barron 

      County Emergency Management. 

    

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Len Fast, Administrator of Barron Care & Rehab, 660 East Birch Avenue appeared to 

discuss the possibility of building a fishing pier between their nursing home and the 

Yellow River.  Mr. Fast indicated that they would be responsible for all costs associated 

with the pier and that the pier would not be located over any part of the river.  Some of 

the pier would be located on city owned property as the city retained some of the land 

when the old golf course was sold nearly thirty years ago.  It was mentioned that the local 

atv club is in the process of developing a route and that some signage would be necessary 

to avoid conflict between atvôs and wheel chairs.  Due to the fact that the pier would be 

located within the city limits and not be located over the river, the 

D.N.R. would not need to be involved for any permits.  Mr. Fast will submit a building 

permit application to our building inspector for said pier. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Dzubay to authorize Gerald Liden, City Attorney to 

proceed with legal action, if necessary, against Ben Anderson, 439 West Division 

Avenue, Barron for removal of the second uninhabited home at that location.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Dzubay to authorize Gerald Liden, City Attorney to 

proceed with legal action, if necessary, against Charles Kunze, owner of property located 

at 411 East River Avenue, Barron for removal of a burned out home.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the recommendation of the utility commission regarding an 

increase in existing sewer rates.  The allocation of costs between the City of Barron and 

Village of Cameron has changed in the past couple of years as the loadings have 

increased for the City of Barron resulting in a need for higher sewer rates.  It was 

reported that the employees at the wastewater treatment plant will be checking on the 

accuracy of the flow meters in case they are in need of being re-calibrated.  It was also 

reported that we treat a lot more sewage than is billed back to customers.  Some of that 

can be attributed to infiltration due to rain and leaks in the sewer pipe.  The effective date 

of the increase was recommended to be September 15, 2008.  Discussion took place that 

we could still meet the September 15, 2008 date if action was taken at next monthôs 

monthly meeting. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to table action this evening on the sewer 

rate increase, pending a report on the flow meter issue.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the that that the current policy of the City of Barron, Town of 

Barron and Town of Maple Grove call for each municipality to share equally in paying 

for equipment.  The chairman for the Town of Barron and Maple Grove feel that the City 

of Barron should pay 60% of those equipments costs and that each township should pay 

20%.  Prior action by the City Council indicated that they still believe that the current 

policy should remain in effect.  A demo pumper is available in New York at a cost of 

$198,653. and would be delivered to Barron.  No action was taken to change the 

allocation of equipment purchases. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          ________________________________   

                                                                           Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron and the Board 

of Commissioners of the Barron Municipal Utilities held July 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod 

Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Janelle Gruetzmacher and Bob 

Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Commission members present:  Marvin Amundson, Bob 



Missling, Joe Johnson, Bob Oman and Randy Severson.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  

Gerald Liden, Dave Hanson, Rick Jari, Dave Rasmussen, Dave Wierzba & Bill Zimmer. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to further discuss the ñObeyò grant and to decide the 

scope of the project and what, if any, utilities will be installed on East Birch Avenue as 

part of this project. 

 

Dave Rasmussen, Senior Planner with the Rice Lake office of MSA Professional 

Services reported on the ñObeyò grant and the fact that the City of Barron received an 

earmark of 2.1 million dollars for improvements to our Industrial Park and for East Birch 

Avenue.  The City of Barron has approximately 1.8 million dollars available for 

construction costs.  The City of Barron created Tax Incremental District # 2 in 1980 

which included the Birch Avenue utility project.  The current tax increment balance in 

T.I.F. # 2 is approximately $86,000.00 and last yearôs tax increment totaled $35,000.00.  

T.I.F. # 2 would support expenditures of approximately $300,000.00 based upon current 

tax increments.  Therefore, the City of Barron could pay for certain city costs (blacktop, 

street replacement) on East Birch Avenue which are not covered by the ñObeyò grant.  

Mr. Rasmussen reviewed three different scenarios on how we might use a combination of 

special assessments and T.I.F. funds to cover the non-grant costs to property owners 

living on East Birch Avenue.  The ñObeyò grant will cover 100% of the water main and 

50% of the street re-construction costs for East Birch Avenue and 100% of the Industrial 

Park costs up to 1.8 million dollars.  Costs in excess of this amount will be paid for by 

special assessments and by the tax levy.   The City of Barron would be able to collect 

T.I.F. revenue until the year 2023.  The estimated cost to blacktop East Birch Avenue at a 

width of 24ô total $65,000.00.  Nick Dzubay who lives on East Birch Avenue commented 

that none of the neighbors favored paying for the sanitary sewer.  Currently, three homes 

on East Birch Avenue are for sale.  Originally, the City of Barron was under the 

impression that the entire project would be funded by the grant and that no special 

assessments could be made to any property owners along said project. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter that the Common Council of the City of Barron 

has decided that the scope of this project include the Industrial Park improvements as 

originally proposed; that the utilities and street improvements for East Birch Avenue be 

removed from the project; and that the width of the street on Guy Avenue be increased 

from 32ô to 40ô.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

M.S.A. Professional Services will continue to look at improving the storm water drainage 

for the airport property. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 



 

 

                                                                    _______________________________   

                                                                     Tony Slagstad, City Clerk  

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held July 8, 

2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Janelle Gruetzmacher and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  Mike Dietrich.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron Miller, 

Sylvia Olson, Dan McNeil, Ryan Scheel, Angie Buckley, Lyndsey Kurtz, Sarah Leach, 

Laura Jurek, Joshua Johnson, Nick Wallace, Jen Quinlan, Tammy Pulju, Robert Staber 

and Jim Coil. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda. 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of June 10, 2008. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 

c. Approval for Marvin Amundson, President, Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-

Treasurer 

and Peggy Rogers, Deputy City Clerk-Treasurer to use their facsimile 

signatures 

for checks issued by the Barron Light and Water Utility. 

 

d. Approval of the June 12, 2008 joint powers agreement between Barron 

County and 

the City of Barron for the Barron County Enhanced 911 System. 

 

e. Approval of the request of Michele Jorgenson to receive her vest as there is 

only one 

year of useful life left in this vest.    

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Gruetzmacher and Rollins.  Voting against:  

none. 

Absent:  Dietrich.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Ryan Scheel and others appeared to discuss starting a Boys & Girls Club in the City of 

Barron.  There are currently seven different locations within Barron County with the 



headquarters located at 702 North Main Street in Rice Lake.  They have two different 

locations in mind which would serve children in grades 5 thru 12 after school and on non-

school days.   They are interested in being located close to the high school and the 

community center.   Membership dues are $20.00 per year and no one is refused 

membership due to an inability to pay.   Their annual budget is approximately 

$300,000.00.   The members of the city council endorsed the Boys & Girls Club and it is 

expected that they will begin operations later this summer or early fall in the City of 

Barron. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the vacant land listing contract 

between Coils Realty Service, Inc. and the City of Barron for the sale of land in our 

Industrial Park as proposed by Jim Coil.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Sylvia Olson and Dan McNeil appeared representing the Barron Community Park 

Committee with some ideas for beautification of the area in front of city hall.   

Preliminary cost estimates range upwards of $100,000.00 for the total project.  

Fundraising would take place if the concept is approved by members of the city council.  

Tax deductible contributions can be made to the City of Barron.  They would like the 

following assistance from the city/utility:  black dirt as needed to raise parts of the area to 

grade; provide electrical and water trenching; moving the flag pole and city hall sign; 

completing the sidewalk to run along the north side of the park (optional) and creating 

additional parking on the east side(optional).  They suggested that the Wisconsin D.O.T. 

be approached about reducing the speed limit on USH 8 past this project.  Hopefully, 

members of the master gardener program would be able to assist in maintaining this 

project once it is completed rather than relying on city employees to water, weed, etc.   

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to approve the concept of the park as outlined 

this evening by the Barron Community Park Committee.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Gerald Liden, City Attorney reported on the proposed agreement between the City of 

Barron and Allied Waste Services dated July 1, 2008.  Mr. Liden recommended 

approving said agreement, subject to defining the Senior rate as age 62 and older. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the proposed agreement with 

Allied Waste Services dated July 1, 2008 with the Senior rate as age 62 and older.  

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the recommendation of the Street Committee on the $5,000.00 

due DeSantis Excavating and Underground Utilities and to request the bonding company 

to sign a full release for said project upon receipt of said $5,000.00 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Porter to send the bonding company for DeSantis 

$5,000.00 and request a full release for said South 5
th
 Street project.  Motion carried 5 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 



The latest cost estimates for the Obey grant were reviewed for the four various scenarios.  

The committee favored alternative # 2 with funding coming from a combination of the 

Obey grant, special assessments to property owners on the south side of East Birch 

Avenue and TIF # 2.  It was decided to conduct a special meeting and invite our utility 

commission, representative(s) from MSA Professional Services and Jeff Melville from 

KJohnson, the consultant on this project, to decide what alternative, if any, we wish to 

use for said project. 

 

Rod Nordby, Chairman of the Police Committee updated the members of the city council 

on the recent vacancy of the police investigator position as a result of the resignation of 

Michele Jorgenson.   The police committee will be working on a recommendation for this 

investigator position.  Additionally, the committee will be working with Byron Miller, 

Chief of Police on updating the job descriptions for officers in the department. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to approve the memorandum of understanding 

between the City of Barron and the Barron Police Association regarding changing from a 

Senior Patrolman to a Sergeant.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink commented on our existing fireworks approvals that he and the Police 

Chief and Fire Chief issued this year and the fact that we may not be able to issue said 

permits next year. 

 

Mayor Vruwink discussed the burned out property located on East River Avenue and is 

very interested in getting this house torn down and removed.   A letter will be sent to the 

owner of said property to get the house torn down or that the city would do so and charge 

back all related costs on the tax roll. 

 

Mayor Vruwink discussed the situation on West Division Avenue with two homes on one 

lot. 

A letter will be sent to the property owner advising him to remove said house or that the 

city would do so and charge back all related costs on the tax roll. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Rod Nordby volunteered to sit on a committee which the Chamber of Commerce is 

interested in forming to celebrate in 2010 the 150
th
 birthday of Barron. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                            _______________________________   

                                                                             Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 



Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held June 10, 

2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Janelle 

Gruetzmacher and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron 

Miller, Mike Romsos, Eric Quade, 

Dave Walter, Traci Mosle and Dan Thole. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda. 

 

f. Approval of the minutes of May 13, 2008 and May 27, 2008. 

 

g. Approval of the bills. 

 

h. Approval of the request of Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer to write off 

the  

following delinquent personal property taxes:  American Management 

Services 

$30.98 (2006) and $41.14 (2007); Inergy Propane LLC $6.92 (2007) and 

Mobile 

Axxess $13.18 (2006).   

 

i. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee and hire Will 

Dexter 

as an occasional police officer. 

 

j. Act upon the recommendation of the Police Committee and change the title of 

Senior Patrolman to Sergeant in the collective bargaining agreement.  Note: 

Mike Freeman currently holds this position. 

 

k. Approval of the renewal of all existing Liquor and Fermented Malt Beverage 

Licenses for the period July 1, 2008 thru June 30, 2009. 

 

ñClass Bò Combination Liquor and Fermented Malt Beverage License:  G-N-

Gôs Pub, Neil F. Gagner, Owner; S&K Recycling, Inc., d/b/a Kateôs Bar, 

Kathy A. Oleson, Agent; Skippyôs Bar, LLC, Billie J. Church; Rolling Oaks 

Restaurant & Lounge, Patricia A. Olson, Owner; Veteranôs of Foreign Wars 

Post #8338, Larry W. Johnson, Agent; JRSJW Enterprises, LLC, James R. 

Swenson, Agent; Country Seat Saloon & Steakhouse, David A. Crupi, Agent. 

 



Class ñAò Fermented Malt Beverage License:  Kwik Trip, Inc., Jodie L. Cox, 

Agent. 

 

Class ñBò Fermented Malt Beverage License:  Barron Golf Club, Inc., Roger 

Ormson, Agent. 

Wholesale Beer License:  General Beer-Northwest, Inc., Richard Karls, 

Agent. 

 

Class ñAò Combination Liquor and Fermented Malt Beverage License:  S/S/G 

Corporation-Holiday, Sue M. Wheeler, Agent; Warren Gôs Liquor Store, 

LLC., 

Susan K. Glumske, Agent.  

 

Voting in favor of the consent agenda:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher 

and Rollins.  Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

Mike Romsos, Supervisor of the Wastewater Department appeared to present the 2007 

Compliance Maintenance Annual Report.  Mr. Romsos reported that the Barron/Cameron 

wastewater treatment plant is operating very well and that this annual report is like a 

report card in school and that our score is 4.0 which happens to be a perfect score. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to approve the following Resolution: 

 

COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE RESOLUTION 

 

       RESOLVED, that the City of Barron informs the Department of Natural Resources 

that the following actions were taken by the Common Council of the City of Barron at a 

regular session held on June 10, 2008: 

 

1. Reviewed the 2007 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report, and that no 

further 

recommendations are in order. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Rod Nordby, member of the Recreation Council reviewed a proposed lay-out of two 

soccer fields to be located west of Wayside Cemetery on future cemetery property.  If this 

site is utilized for two soccer fields for younger school age children fencing would need 

to be installed to prevent soccer balls from entering USH 8 and from entering the 

cemetery.  It was felt that this site is very flat and would require a minor amount of 

grading.  This site for soccer fields could serve the city until it is time to expand the 

current cemetery to this site.  It was suggested that the existing driveway should be 

eliminated.  It was also suggested that the soccer association should review the plan for 

the two proposed fields and attempt to generate sufficient funds to purchase and install 

the necessary fencing.    Discussion should take place on whether or not the school 

district could assist the city in funding said soccer fields. 

 



Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Rollins to approve the concept of the two 

proposed soccer fields and that the recreation council and soccer association meet to 

review and approve said plan, subject to final approval by the city council.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Dietrich to deny the May 16, 2008 claim of Don Dew, 

owner of Donan Amish Furniture in the amount of $4,063.24, plus future litigation costs 

if they are incurred.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.  (Nordby abstained.) 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Nordby that the Common Council of the City of 

Barron deny the claim of Medical Staffing Solutions, Inc., dated May 27, 
 
2008  that there 

is an excessive assessment pursuant to Wis. Stats. 74.37 and direct that an answer be 

provided.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Dave Walter, P.E. with the Rice Lake office of MSA Professional Services appeared to 

discuss the Industrial Park project which is part of the ñObeyò grant.  The archaeological 

survey is complete and so are the soil borings.  The topographical map has been started 

with the soil borings recorded on the map.  The preliminary design for the sanitary sewer, 

water main and storm sewer for the corridor location has been done.  The first cost 

estimate prepared by MSA totals $2,654,000. plus electrical and engineering fees.  K.J. 

Johnson, consultant hired by the Wisconsin D.O.T. indicate that if we do not connect the 

street from the Industrial Park to Birch Avenue then the grant funds cannot be used for 

any expenditures related to Birch Avenue.  Mr. Walter will find out whether or not the 

cost of looping the water main down Birch Avenue could be covered by the grant.   It 

was agreed that Dave Walter will prepare different scenarios on how we might eliminate 

parts of this proposed project in order to reduce project costs that can be fully paid ($2.1 

million) by the grant.   

 

Traci Mosle appeared before the city council to discuss a community garden to be located 

north of the Riverview School on property which is owned by the City of Barron and 

formerly used as an outdoor skating rink.  Ms. Mosle would be working with and 

providing supervision of approximately six students and would like to work with raised 

beds.  UW Barron County would provide liability insurance to the City of Barron as she 

is employed there.   The community garden would be in operation starting this month and 

continue until the first snowfall later this year. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Rollins to approve the request of Traci Mosle to use this 

property, subject to receipt of a certificate of liability insurance from UW Barron County.   

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Last Friday the Barron County Highway Safety Committee met and endorsed the 

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) for the proposed safety improvement 

project on USH 8 and  18
th
 Street.  The proposed project would include adding left turn 

lanes at this location in order to reduce the number of accidents at that location.  Federal 

funds would pay 90% of the projects costs; state funds and local funds would each pay 

5% of the remaining project costs.  In the event that the project costs exceed $500,000. 



the local share would be re-negotiated with the Wisconsin D.O.T.  Estimated project 

costs should be available later this week according to D.O.T. officials. 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Porter to support a study by the D.O.T. of the 

installation of left turn lanes on USH 8 at 18
th
 Street.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Dan Thole, C.P.A. with the firm of LarsonAllen LLP presented the 2007 audit report of 

the City of Barron. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to approve the 2007 audit report for the City of 

Barron as presented by Dan Thole.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on removing the public fire protection charges of approximately 

$126,000. per year from the tax roll and placing them on the water bill.  This charge is set 

by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin and is the amount of money paid by the 

city to the water utility.  Currently, properties owned by the City of Barron, Barron 

County, Barron Area School District, churches and all other tax exempt properties do not 

pay anything for public fire protection even though they may have very valuable 

buildings that they own.  There was no objection to Dan Thole preparing a spreadsheet of 

possible charges to all users of the water utility based upon the size of their water meter.    

 

Discussion took place on removing the library budget from the general fund and placing 

it in a special revenue fund which would help the city continue to qualify for the 

expenditure restraint program.   This change can be done by council action and will have 

no adverse effect on the library budget whatsoever. 

 

Discussion took place on the suggestion by board members of the Town of Maple Grove 

that we should look into forming a fire district.   The city clerk has requested copies of 

area fire district contracts for review by the local fire board. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 10:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                               __________________________   

                                                                 Tony Slagstad, City Clerk          

 

 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron, Town of 

Barron Board and Town of Maple Grove Board held May 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod 

Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Bob Rollins, Janelle Gruetzmacher and Mike 

Dietrich.  Absent:  none.  Town of Barron Board members present:  none.  Absent:  Gary 



Nelson, Peter McGiffin and Lee Swan.  Town of Maple Grove Board members present:  

Paul Hutchison, Marj Campbell and Irvin Humphrey.  Absent:  none.  Barron Maple 

Grove Fire Department Officers present:  Larry Johnson, Fire Chief, Gerald Henning, 

Assistant Fire Chief, Mike Romsos, Secretary, Rick Jari, Treasurer and Scott Tubbs, 

Mechanic.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, City Attorney and Darlene York, Clerk, Town 

of Maple Grove. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the September 24, 2007 minutes as 

printed.  Motion carried 9 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to accept the 2007 secretaryôs annual 

report as presented by Mike Romsos, Secretary of the Barron Maple Grove Fire 

Department.  Motion carried 9 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Dietrich to accept the 2007 treasurerôs annual 

report as presented by Rick Jari, Treasurer of the Barron Maple Grove Fire Department.  

Motion carried 9 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Gerald Henning, Assistant Fire Chief reported on grants that the department has or will 

apply for this year.  They applied for a FEMA grant in the amount of $69,030.00 for turn-

out gear, washing machine and extractor.  If approved, our local share would be 

$3,451.00.  The existing turn-out gear is about ten years old and costs about $1,500.00 

per set to replace.  

 

The department will be applying for a CEDAP federal grant which has just become 

available.   

 

The department will be applying for a D.N.R. grant which would be a 50-50 grant for a 

portable pump in the amount of $6,000.00 which would be plumbed into truck # 418 

which is our 1999 International pumper.  It is unlikely that this grant will be approved 

this year as we have received grant funds from D.N.R. in recent years.   The deadline for 

the application will be June 30, 2008. 

 

Discussion took place on the replacement of truck # 411 which is the 1975 Ford Pumper.  

At this time the city council and the townships are not in position to purchase a new 

replacement vehicle.  Due to the increased cost of steel the latest cost estimate for a new 

pumper is $300,000.00 to $320,000.00. 

 

Discussion took place on the current allocation of costs (1/3 each) for equipment 

purchases between the City of Barron, Town of Barron and Town of Maple Grove.  Paul 

Hutchison previously indicated that the Town of Maple Grove favored allocating said 

costs on equalized value.  The 2007 equalized value comparison would be as follows:  

City of Barron 57%; Town of Barron 22% and Town of Maple Grove 21%.  However, it 



was noted that the Wisconsin Department of Revenue annually determines a per acre 

value for farmland (ag use value) resulting in less than fair market value for said ag land. 

 

Discussion followed on the feasibility of organizing a fire district.  Most fire departments 

in our area have established a fire district.  Examples of various fire districts will be 

obtained for review and consideration at a later date. 

 

Moved by Hutchison, seconded by Nordby to use the $10,000.00 annual payment from 

the Town of Stanfold as a credit against the August 1, 2008 final debt service payment 

for the fire truck.  Motion carried 9 ayes 0 nayes.   

 

The fire department portion of the meeting ended at 8:13 p.m. 

 

Discussion took place on the seal coating proposals received earlier this summer which 

were referred to the street committee for a recommendation back to this body. 

 

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Dzubay to approve the proposal dated May 13, 

2008 from the Barron County Highway Department in the amount of $18,200.00 for chip 

seal of various city streets.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            _______________________________   

                                                                              Tony Slagstad, City Clerk   

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held May 13, 

2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Janelle Gruetzmacher (by 

telephone) and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, David 

Hanson, Mike Dietrich, Dan Wenger, Eric Quade, Darryl Kahl, Jerry Turner & Layne 

Froehlich. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

The first order of business was to select an Alderperson for the 4
th
 Aldermanic District to 

fill the vacancy.  This person will serve until the April, 2009 election at which time 

someone will be elected for one year. 

 

There being two candidates (Mike Dietrich and Dan Wenger) to fill the position, names 

were drawn from a hat to determine who would speak first. 



 

Dan Wenger spoke first and gave his background and why he wanted to be on the council 

followed by Mike Dietrich. 

 

Mayor Vruwink asked each alderperson whether or not they wanted to cast their vote for 

Dan Wenger or Mike Dietrich, with the results as follows: 

 

John Porter voted for Mike Dietrich; Nicholas Dzubay voted for Mike Dietrich; Bob 

Rollins voted for Dan Wenger; Rod Nordby voted for Mike Dietrich and Janelle 

Gruetzmacher voted for Mike Dietrich.  Mayor Vruwink announced that Mike Dietrich 

was the successful candidate to fill the vacancy for the Alderperson of the 4
th
 Aldermanic 

District. 

 

Mayor Vruwink and members of the city council expressed their thanks to both 

candidates for showing interest in the position and for taking time to attend this meeting. 

 

Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer administered the oath of office at this time to Mike 

Dietrich. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda. 

 

l. Approval of the minutes of April 4, 2008; April 8, 2008 & April 15, 2008. 

 

m. Approval of the bills. 

 

n. Approval of Ordinance No. 2008 - #4 (setting a 7:00 p.m. start time for 

regular meetings of the city council). 

 

o. Approval of summer help for the cemetery and/or the parks. 

 

p. Approval of the donation of an old light bar to the Town of Barron as 

recommended by the Police Committee. 

 

q. Approval of the recommendation of the Recreation Council and establish the 

outdoor swimming pool rates and hourly rate of pay for the employees at the 

pool as summarized in printed form and distributed this evening. 

 

r. Approval to hire the following swimming pool employees: Katie Hanson, 

Pool Director; Alicia Mizer, Sara Kolpack, Jackson Hinde, Jena Hammann, 

P.J. Schultz and Brianne Rose. 

 

Voting in favor of the consent agenda:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Gruetzmacher 

and Rollins.  Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Quotes/proposals for 2008 blacktopping were presented as follows: 

 

1. Monarch Paving Company                               $58.29 per ton 

2. Barron County Highway Department               $42.65 per ton 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the quote of $42.65 per ton for 

blacktop for the 2008 season.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Quotes/proposals for 2008 seal coating streets were presented as follows: 

 

       1.  Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc. ï pearock aggregate                              $19,176.28 

       2.  Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc. ï slag aggregate                                    $21,523.09 

       3.  Scott Construction, Inc. -          pearock aggregate                              $20,024.00 

       4.  Scott Construction, Inc. -          slag aggregate                                    $22,719.00 

       5.  Barron County Highway Dept.  chipseal                                             $18,200.00 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Dzubay to refer the seal coating quotes/proposals to the 

street committee for their recommendation as to which method and which contractor 

should be awarded this seal coating job.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve a 2008 price list dated May 11, 2008 

for concrete work as presented by Cornerstone Concrete, Inc. (Rick Miller).  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Layne Froehlich of Kwik Trip, Inc. appeared to discuss a letter dated May 6, 2008 from 

Scott Teigen of Kwik Trip, Inc. regarding an amendment to our Ordinance dealing with a 

separate beer room/entrance.  Mr. Froehlich distributed a tentative lay-out of their store, 

for which expansion is scheduled for later this summer.  Mr. Froehlich indicated that this 

change would actually increase the level of security and make it nearly impossible for 

anyone to steal beer from their store.  The check-outs would be moved to the west end of 

the store and store clerks would not have their backs to customers in the area where beer 

is stored.  In order to accomplish this store layout, the members of the city council would 

have to amend Ordinance No. 1991- # 4 by deleting provision # 3 of that Ordinance and 

they would have to amend provision # 1 of that Ordinance with language allowing access 

to the beer cave by lockable doors. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Dietrich to direct Gerald Liden, City Attorney to draft 

Ordinance No. 2008 - # 5 which would amend provision number 1 & 3 of Ordinance No. 

1991 - # 4 as discussed above.  Motion carried 4 ayes 2 nayes.  (Nordby and 

Gruetzmacher voting naye). 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve Ordinance No. 2008 - # 6 as 

proposed. 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Discussion took place on the April 10, 2008 request from Earl Starck on behalf of the 

Past Reflections Car Club.  They would like to reserve the field west of Wayside 

Cemetery for their car shows for the next six years in conjunction with Fall Fest.   It was 

felt we should approve these requests annually rather than for multiple years at one time. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Porter to deny the April 10, 2008 request of the Past 

Reflections Car Club.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink reported that earlier this week he participated with the city hall staff on a 

telephone conference call to Civic Systems, who provide software for the city/utility 

computer systems, regarding the use of purchase orders.   The initial cost to interface 

with our accounting system is estimated at $3,000.00 plus training costs.  Mayor Vruwink 

recommended that the alderpersons work with their respective department heads in 

keeping spending to an absolute minimum as a way to pay for the increased cost of fuel 

and utilities. 

 

Discussion took place on the fact that a person is living (camping) north of the Yellow 

River adjacent to Anderson Park.  Mayor Vruwink referred this living arrangement to the 

Police Committee for a recommendation. 

 

The Recreation Council is interested in building three new soccer fields west of Wayside 

Cemetery to accommodate the large number of students participating in soccer.  It is 

expected that the cemetery will not need this property for the next 15-20 years.   It is 

possible that the school and city could cost share in the development of said soccer fields. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Porter to table action on the recommendation of the 

Recreation Council this evening and request more detailed information from the 

Recreation Council for consideration at a later date.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to approve Mayor Vruwinkôs appointments of 

Mike Dietrich to the following committees:  street committee, plan commission, 

recreation council, 

BACC maintenance committee, extra-territorial zoning committee and the codes and 

ordinances review committee.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of the Re-Organizational session of the Common Council of the City of Barron 

held April 15, 2008 at 7:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 



present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Janelle 

Gruetzmacher and Bob Rollins.  Others present:  none. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Mayor Vruwink presented his recommendation for the Standing Committees and Special 

Committees for the City of Barron, as follows: 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve Mayor Vruwinkôs appointments of the 

Standing Committees.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

STREET 
 

PARK 
 

POLICE 
 

AIRPORT 

        Nick Dzubay 
 

Rod Nordby 
 

Rod Nordby 
 

Rod Nordby 

John Porter 
 

Nicholas 
Dzubay 

 
Janelle Gruetzmacher Bob Rollins 

Vacancy 
 

Janelle Gruetzmacher Bob Rollins 
 

Wendell Kringle 

        BUILDING 
 

PROPERTY 
 

INSURANCE 
   

        
Rod Nordby 

 
Rod Nordby 

 

David 
Vruwink 

   John Porter 
 

John Porter 
 

Nicholas Dzubay 
  Nicholas 

Dzubay 
 

Nicholas 
Dzubay 

 
Janelle Gruetzmacher 

  

         

Moved by Gruetzmacher, seconded by Dzubay to approve Mayor Vruwinkôs 

appointments of the Special Committees.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Cemetery Board  H. Gale Wells, James Rausch, David Steel 
 Street Commissioner David Hanson 

    Chief of Police 
 

Byron Miller Jr. 
    City Attorney 

 
Gerald Liden 

    Weed Commissioner David Hanson 
    City Engineer 

 
Roccy Raymond 

    Civil Defense Director Byron Miller Jr. 
    Official Banks 

 
Sterling Bank, First National Bank, Bank Mutual & 

 

  
     Pooled Investment Fund 

  Official Newspaper Barron County NewsShield 
  City Assessor 

 
Lynette Heffner 

    Health Officer 
 

Shirley Frovold 
    



City Plan Commission David Vruwink 
 

Wendell McDonough 2009 

  
John Porter 

 
Roberta Mosentine 2010 

  
Roccy Raymond 

 
Nancy Kasper 

 
2011 

  
Vacancy 

    

       Board of Health 
 

David Vruwink, Chairman 
   

  
Shirley Frovold, Health Officer 

  

  
Vacancy 

    

       Barron Area Community Center - Nicholas Dzubay & Janelle Gruetzmacher 
 

       BACC Maintenance Committee - Nicholas Dzubay & Vacancy 
  

       Forester - William Trotter 
     

       Barron Golf Club, Inc. - Nicholas Dzubay & John Porter 
  

       Diversity Council - David Vruwink 
    Barron Maple-Grove Fire Department - David Vruwink 

  
        Highway 8 Coalition - David Vruwink 

    
        Chamber of Commerce - Rod Nordby 

    
        Barron Cty. Economic Development - Bruce Rasmussen 

  
        Senior Citizens Center Committee - Nicholas Dzubay & Vacancy 

 
        Library Board Janet Espeseth 2009 

 
Ken Mosentine 2011 

  
Heidi Olson 2009 

 
Jane Whaley 2011 

  
Monti Hallberg 2010 

 
Barbara Zabka 2011 

  
Janelle Gruetzmacher 2010 

   
        Board of Appeals-3 year terms -  Davis Usgaard 2009 

 

    
Dennis Olson 2010 

 

    
Herbert Brown 2011 

 

    
John Kirk 2011 

 

    
Leonard Splett 2011 

 

    
Val Gieseke, Alternate 

 

    
Vacancy, Alternate 

  
        Board of Review-3 year terms -  Leonard Splett 2009 

 

    
Harold Thorson 2009 

 

    
Byron Dodge 2010 

 

    
Richard Petri 2011 

 



    
Alan  Zabka 2011 

 
        Extra-Territorial Zoning Committee -  David Vruwink 

  

    
John Porter 

  
    

Vacancy 
  

    
Barron Town Board Members 

 
        Utility Commissioners-3 year terms- Marvin Amundson 2009 

 

    
Randy Severson 2009 

 

    
Gerald Johnson 2010 

 

    
Robert Missling 2011 

 

    
Robert Oman 2011 

 
        Housing Authority Commissioners-3 year terms- 

  

    
Joyce Myers 2009 

 

    
Alan Zabka 2009 

 

    
Maurice Heil 2010 

 

    
Sylvia Olson 2011 

 

    
Gerald Johnson 2011 

 
        Codes & Ordinances Review Committee- Roccy Raymond        Dan Pond 

     
Ellis Moe               Maurice Heil 

     
Vacancy 

  

        Recreation Council-3 year terms- 
    

        

 
Malinda Gumz 2009 

 
Rod Nordby            2010 2010 

 

 
CarissaCutsforth                                          2009 

 
Steven Hover          2011 

 

 
Jim Kittleson 2010 

 
Vacancy                  2011 

 

 
Bruce Severude 2010 

     

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to nominate John Porter as President of 

the Common Council of the City of Barron.  

 

There being no other nominations for President, Mayor Vruwink closed nominations. 

 

Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes.  (Porter abstained.) 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Gruetzmacher to approve the proposal dated April 10, 

2008 from Gregôs Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $5,790.00 for storm sewer work at 

the southwest corner of South 3
rd

 Street and Monroe Avenue.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 



Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the recommendation of the Police 

Committee and authorize Ryan Greener to attend Street Survival training in Green Bay 

on May 21, 22, 2008.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the recommendation of the Police 

Committee and hire Jesse Henning as an occasional part-time police officer.  Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                                _____________________________  

                                                                                  Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held April 8, 

2008 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

Sylvia Olson, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Floyd Van Natta, Janelle Gruetzmacher and 

David Vruwink.  Absent:  Rod Nordby.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Bob Rollins, 

Roccy Raymond, Eric Quade, Gerald Johnson, Maurice Heil, Alan Zabka, Carol Romsos, 

Scott Teigen, Robert Harbaugh, Tammy Harbaugh, Joseph Klotz, Karen Klotz, Leo Diehl 

and Elvira Robb. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Sylvia Olson. 

 

Mayor Sylvia Olson started the meeting with a prayer.   

 

Moved by Vruwink, seconded by Van Natta to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of March 11, 2008 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 

c. Authorize Bob Rollins to attend the new officialôs workshop in Eau Claire 
on June 8, 2008. 

 

d. Authorize interested city officials to attend the regional dinner meetings in 

Eau Claire on June 5, 2008. 

 

e. Approval of the proposal dated March 6, 2008 from Fahrner Asphalt 

Sealers, Inc. in the amount of $19,140.00 for line painting crosswalks, stop 

bars, parking stalls and curbs throughout the city. 

 



f. Approval of the proposal dated March 6, 2008 from Fahrner Asphalt 

Sealers, Inc. in the amount of $4,999.54 for cracksealing various streets. 

 

g. Approval of the Golf Course Management and Lease Agreement as 

amended. 

 

h. Authorize the use of the land west of the existing cemetery on May 16-17, 

2008 by Barron Supply for their demo days. 

 

i. Authorize Tony Slagstad to attend the following meetings/trainings: 

Spring Treasurerôs Association Conference in Waukesha on April 24-25, 

2008; Fall Treasurerôs Association Conference in LaCrosse on September 

25-26, 2008; Annual Clerkôs Conference in Stevens Point on August 21-

22, 2008; Weld, Riley Prenn & Ricci, S.C. labor and employment law 

seminar of public sector employees in Eau Claire on May 13, 2008. 

 

j. Approval of the annual urn watering fee of $25.00 per season at Wayside  

      Cemetery. 

 

Voting in favor of the consent agenda:  Porter, Dzubay, Van Natta, Gruetzmacher and 

Vruwink.  Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Leo Diehl, former Northwest Region Safety Coordinator with the Municipal Electric 

Utilities of Wisconsin appeared to discuss the program that the city/utility participated 

with for the past two years.  Mr. Diehl indicated that MEUW is in the process of 

interviewing his replacement and will be also hiring another safety person as there are a 

number of area municipalities wishing to participate in this program.  The city/utility 

receives two days of assistance per month. 

 

Mayor Sylvia Olson announced that it was 6:20 p.m. and that we would conduct a public 

hearing on the rezoning request of Kwik Trip, Inc. for the following described property:  

Lot 3 and the south 20ô of Lot 4-1 and 5-1, Block 6, all in Carpenterôs Addition to the 

City of Barron.  The requested rezoning is C-2 Commercial District. 

 

Scott Teigen, Chief Financial Officer for Kwik Trip, Inc. appeared and distributed a lay-

out of their property located at 211 East Division Avenue.  If the rezoning is approved, 

they intend to build a 20ô X 54ô addition to the north and a 20ô X 34ô addition to the east 

side of their existing building.  Semi trucks would be making deliveries off of East 

Franklin Avenue and would exit onto USH 8.  The duplex owned by Walter Herrman 

would be torn down as well as the home owned by Susan & Raymond Hellman.  

 

Carol Romsos, 215 East Franklin Avenue was concerned over the additional semi truck 

traffic on Franklin Avenue. 

 

Gerald Johnson, Chairman of the City of Barron Housing Authority, 123 East Franklin 

Avenue expressed the following concerns:  (1.)  many of the residents of Parklawn walk 




