
Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held January 

26, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten and Tony Allen.  Absent:  Mike 

Dietrich and Bob Rollins. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to act upon the quote of Industrial Safety, Inc. for 

twenty-two pair of deluxe wildland jackets and pants as part of the 50-50 D.N.R. grant.  

The local share of $852.83 each will be paid by the City of Barron, Town of Barron and 

Town of Maple Grove. 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Haller to approve the quote dated January 2, 2012 from 

Industrial Safety, Inc. in the amount of $5,117.00.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 5:04 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     ___________________________   

                                                                                      Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held January 

10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent: none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Sharon Masek, Rick Jari, 

Susan Wojtkiewicz amd Kathy Fladten. 

 

The meeting was called ro order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ronald Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.  

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda of January 10, 

2012. 

  

Consent agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of December 13, 2011. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 
c. Approval of the application of Christopher Kroeze for an operator license for the 

period ending June 30, 2012. 



 
d. Approval of Mayor Vruwink’s appointment of Bob Rollins, Gerald Johnson, Dave 

Hanson, Rick Jari and himself to a committee to review engineering proposals for 
the South Third Street project.  
 

Voting in favor: Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 
Voting against: none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes,         
 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to adjourn into a closed session pursuant to                             
 Wisconsin Statues Sec. 19.85 (1) (e) for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 

specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed 

session.  Topic: Amendment to Wholesale Electric contract.  

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to reconvene to open session.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded Dietrich to approve adding 1 year to the Wholesale Power 

Contract with ADP.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

 Motion by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to conduct a public hearing on our Community 

Development Block Grant for Public Facilities in the amount of $456,000. for Water 

Improvements.  Comments will be accepted in regards to implementation of the project 

and to review program performance.   Susan Wojtkiewicz, P.E. with SEH reviewed the 

roject.  Roll call vote taken with all voting aye and no nayes. 

 

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten to adopt the wellhead protection  plan for Well  

# 6 as presented by Susan Wojtkiewicz.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

   

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to approve the proposed Natural Hazard Mitigation 

Resolution for the City of Barron.   

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A NATURAL HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN 

FOR THE CITY OF BARRON 

 

      WHEREAS, hazard mitigation planning is the process of developing a set of actions 

designed to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people, businesses, infrastructure, and 

property from hazards and their effects; and, 

 

      WHEREAS, Barron County has worked through its Local Emergency Planning 

Committee (LEPC), with representation from local municipalities and emergency 

response providers, to develop the Barron County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, 



2011-2016 to assess the magnitude of hazard risks and develop strategies for minimizing 

or reducing these risks; and, 

 

      WHEREAS, the City of Barron participated in the planning process through a 

meeting with community representatives to identify hazard risks, vulnerabilities, and 

strategies unique to the community, as well as through the review of draft plan materials; 

and, 

 

      WHEREAS, the Plan was reviewed and preliminarily approved by Wisconsin 

Emergency Management as meeting the requirements of the Federal Disaster Mitigation 

Act of 2000 and applicable Code of Federal Regulations; and, 

 

       WHEREAS, adoption of the Plan by the City Council will meet prerequisite 

requirements which enables the City of Barron to apply for FEMA grant dollars for 

hazard mitigation projects; 

 

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 

Barron hereby adopts the Barron County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, 2011-2016 as 

the official all hazards mitigation plan for the City of Barron with the intent of 

implementing the plan recommendations as funding and resources allow. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink proposed the following seat belt policy for city/utility employees: 

Anyone driving a City of Barron owned vehicle including the police officers, drivers and 

any passengers, including arrestees, must be secured with a seat belt while the vehicle is 

in operation upon a roadway.  Police are exempt from this policy when potential need to 

quickly exit the vehicle is likely.  Violators are subject to disciplinary action up to and 

including suspension without pay. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Fladten to adopt the seat belt policy for city/utility 

employees as recommended by Mayor Vruwink.  Motion carried 6 aye 0 nayes.   

 

There was discussion on mailbox standards.  It was decided that if we want to set 

standards the Street Committee should discuss what those standards should be. 

 

There was discussion on bids for clothing as part of our D.N.R. grant for the fire 

department. Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to table until the next meeting.  

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last meeting were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

 



                                                                  _____________________________   

                                                                   Peggy Rogers, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

December 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 

present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony 

Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Lynn Struzan, Dan 

Jirik, Don Peterson, Monti Hallberg, Kathy Fladten and Sharon Masek. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 

Alderperson Ronald Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 
 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 
 

Consent agenda: 

 

e. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of November 8, 2011. 

 

f. Approval of the bills. 

 
g. Approval of the applications of Mary Nelsen, Beverly Candler and Angela 

Kurtzahls for operator licenses for the period ending June 30, 2012. 

 

h. Approval of Mayor Vruwink’s appointments of the following election board 

inspectors:  Kay Bender; Carol Brown; Caroly Dawson; Marilyn Gilbertson; 

Patricia Halvorson; Eva Jean Liden; Joyce Myers; Ethel Rasmussen; Carol 

Romsos; Mildred Sevals; Pat Sirovatka; Marge Thompson, Reda Thorson and 

Clyde Winegar. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Lynn Struzan, Office Supervisor/Municipal Sales and Dan Jirik, General Manager from 

Allied Waste appeared to discuss having Allied Waste provide at their cost three different 

sizes of containers/carts for residential garbage service.  The sizes would be 35 gallon; 65 

gallon and 95 gallon.  They are also interested in providing containers/carts for recycling 

at a monthly cost to the customers.  However, customers would be eligible for up to 

$20.00 per month in savings in the way of reward values each month.   Because of the 

investment in carts they would like to entertain the possibility of extending the current 

agreement which expires on July 1, 2013.   Perhaps, in February 2012, they will return to 

visit with the city council on prospective rates for garbage and recycling charges. 

 

Monti Hallberg and Don Peterson appeared to discuss additional tennis courts in 

Anderson Park and whether or not the city was interested in pursuing a grant for said 



project.  Mr. Hallberg showed the council pictures of the condition of the courts, fencing 

and where additional courts could be located.  The estimated cost to the city for repair of 

the existing fence and the resurfacing of the existing four tennis courts is estimated to 

cost $58,000.00.  The estimated city share for repair of the existing fence; resurfacing the 

existing four tennis courts and constructing three additional courts, fencing, and in kind 

contribution would be $24,000.00 if we receive the USTA grant.  As part of the larger 

project the budget included a USTA grant of $55,000; city and school district $24,000 

each; Kiwanis Club $5,000; leagues and BACC, Inc. $2,000 each; business organizations 

$8,000 and community members $12,000 or a total of $132,000.   Without receipt of the 

USTA grant this project expansion would not take place. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to endorse the tennis court project including 

resurfacing the existing courts; fence repairs/replacement and the construction of three 

new tennis courts.  Motion carried 4 ayes 2 nayes.  (Fladten and Rollins voting nayes). 

 

Discussion took place on the future improvements planned for the ballfield at Anderson 

Park.  Mike Dietrich will be applying for a grant from the Minnesota Twins.  It was 

suggested that the city lime the field at Anderson Park this spring. 

 

Discussion followed on the proposals from Bjugstad Enterprises and Jerry’s Tree Service 

& Stump Grinding for removal of trees in Anderson Park, the swimming pool and tennis 

courts.  Approximately, seventy-four trees were expected to be removed.  There have 

been some objections raised by the public as to why the trees located along the west 

driveway need to be removed.  It was suggested that the county forester be consulted 

regarding those trees and perhaps not all of the trees would need to be removed.  There 

are plans to replace some of those trees.  Proposals ranged from $28,460. to $29,000. For 

the removal of all of the trees, cleaning up and hauling away the brush and removal of the 

stumps. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Dietrich to have the city street crew remove the trees 

located adjacent to the tennis courts and north of the outdoor swimming pool and to clean 

up the brush and to look at the trees adjacent to the west driveway at a later date.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Recently, the Insurance Committee met to review quotes from EMC and Liberty Mutual 

for 2012 worker’s comp.; commercial auto; general liability; law enforcement liability; 

umbrella liability; crime; public officials liability; equipment breakdown and 

comprehensive and collision.   The estimated premium from Liberty Mutual is $91,260. 

and $75,136. from EMC.  An additional premium of $2,928. from EMC would cover 

physical damage to vehicles and this premium is less than the one quoted from the Local 

Government Property Insurance Fund. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation of the Insurance 

Committee and approve the proposal from EMC in the amount of $75,136. + $2,928.  

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to approve the request dated December 6, 2011 

from Courtney Skoog from That’s My Party to use Anderson Park on Tuesday, August 7, 

2012 for an employee picnic.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten to approve the following Resolution:   

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ENTRY INTO CONTRACT FOR  

PURCHASE BY CITY OF BARRON AND SALE BY GREAT LAKES UTILITIES 

OF CAPACITY AND ENERGY AND RENEWABLE CREDITS  

FROM LAKESWIND PROJECT  

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Lakeswind Project is an approximately 50 megawatt wind 

turbine facility proposed to be constructed in Clay, Ottertail, and/or Becker County, 

Minnesota for producing wind energy ("Facility"); 

 

WHEREAS, Great Lakes Utilities ("GLU") has executed a power purchase 

agreement ("PPA") with Lakeswind Power Partners, LLC that provides for a "Buyer's 

Portion," as defined in the PPA, of capacity, energy and associated renewable credits 

from the Facility for the purpose of making such output and renewable credits available 

to GLU's  members; 

 

WHEREAS, City of Barron is a member of GLU and has previously passed a 

resolution or otherwise formally indicated that it desires to participate in the Lakeswind 

Project ("Project"); 

 

 WHEREAS, City of Barron through its representatives has reviewed the Contract 

for the Purchase By City of Barron and Sale by Great Lakes Utilities of Capacity and 

Energy and Renewable Credits From Lakeswind Project, attached to this resolution as 

Attachment A ("Contract"); has examined all other matters it deems relevant; and has 

determined that it is desirable and in the best interest of its ratepayers to enter into the 

Contract in order to purchase an entitlement share of renewable credits and energy output 

from the Facility; 

  

 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE , be it resolved by Common Council of the City of Barron: 

 

1. That the Contract for the Purchase By City of Barron and Sale by Great Lakes 

Utilities of Capacity and Energy and Renewable Credits From Lakeswind 

Project, the forms of which have been submitted by GLU to the Common 

Council, is hereby approved. 

 

2. That the Mayor is hereby empowered and directed to execute and deliver to 

GLU the Contract, to be in substantially the form presented to the Common 



Council, with such changes therein as shall be approved by the Mayor 

executing the same, his execution thereof to constitute conclusive evidence of 

the Common Council's approval of any and all changes or revisions therein 

from the form of the Contract hereby approved.  

 
3. The Mayor and other appropriate representatives of Barron Light & Water 

also are directed to take all other actions on behalf of the City of Barron and 

the Barron Light & Water as may be necessary to effectuate the Contract; 

 
4. That the City of Barron shall be bound by the terms of the Contract as 

executed. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to approve the recommendation of the Utility 

Commission to approve the following Resolution: 

 

CITY OF BARRON 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL 182  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Baron has been well served by a community-owned, locally 

controlled, nonprofit electric and water utility for over 100 years; and 

 

WHEREAS, Barron Municipal Utilities has consistently provided low-cost, reliable 

electricity and water to our residents, businesses and industries on a not-for profit basis; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 182 would prohibit Barron Municipal Utilities from 

collecting unpaid municipal electric and water bills using the property tax roll; and 

 

WHEREAS, since a municipal utility is owned by the residents and businesses of the 

community, any costs not absorbed through traditional ratemaking and payments for 

service, must be directly borne by the utility customers and unlike an investor-owned 

utility, a municipal utility does not have the ability to simply “write-off” any unpaid 

utility bills; and 

 

WHEREAS, we fully support current statutory authority (' 66.0809) that allows for the 

placement of unpaid municipal utility bills on the property tax roll and believe that the 

existing authority is reasonable to all parties involved; current law being the result of a 15 

year old compromise between the landlords and the municipal utilities; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of 

Barron opposes Assembly Bill 182 since it would shift property owner costs to other 

utility customers, increasing their utility bills; and 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we ask the Wisconsin Legislature to oppose 

Assembly Bill 182 and instead support the current statutory authority in this regard; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we pledge to continue working with landlords in our 

community to improve collection methods and communications with them, with the 

objective being to continue our ability to offer low-cost municipal utility service to all of 

our customers; and 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution will be sent to our 

State Legislators, Governor Scott Walker, and the Municipal Electric Utilities of 

Wisconsin. 

 

Motion carried 4 ayes 1 naye.  Allen voting naye and Dietrich abstained. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink announced it was 9:50 p.m. and that he would entertain a motion 

to adjourn into closed session as authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) to consider 

employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation of data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises         

responsibility. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to adjourn into closed session as outlined above. 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink called the meeting back into regular session at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Haller to approve the 2012 compensation for the Chief of 

Police - $52,832; Assistant Chief of Police - $48,610 and City Attorney - $52,500.  

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation of the Wage 

Negotiation Committee and the Utility Commission and approve the Collective 

Bargaining Agreement between the Barron Municipal Utilities and the International 

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 953 for 2012.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to approve the electric union employee monthly 

contribution for health insurance for 2012 as follows:  10% for those employees residing 

in the city and 13% for those employees living outside the city and further that the utility 

department fund the health insurance deductible to the HSA in 2012.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to approve of the change to the “flex” plan 

currently in the collective bargaining agreement for the police union with the 

understanding that at any time in the future it becomes necessary for the union members 

to avail themselves of this benefit that the City of Barron will reinstitute the flex plan. 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 



 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve Ordinance No. 2011 - # 8 establishing 

the 2012 compensation for municipal officers of the City of Barron.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink discussed a seat belt policy for the city employees.  A written policy will 

be presented next month for approval. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 10:24 p.m. 

 

 

 

       
                                                                      ____________________________   

                                                                       Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

November 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 

present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony 

Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Mike Freeman, 

Sharon Masek, Maria Siebel, Billie Church, Brandie Beaupre, Kayla Ostenson and Luke 

Shearer. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ronald Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

i. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of October 11, 2011. 

 

j. Approval of the bills. 

 

k. Approval of the appointments of Tony Allen and Sharon Rollins to the Codes and 
Ordinance Committee to fill the vacancies created by the resignations of Dan 
Pond and Ellis “Bud” Moe, respectively. 
 



l. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to send Mike 
Freeman, 
Assistant Chief of Police to the 2012 Law Enforcement Management Conference 
in Superior on January 9-12, 2012. 

 
m.  Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to send Byron Miller, 
Chief of Police to the 2012 Wisconsin Chief’s of Police Association/Fourth Class 
Cities, Villages and Townships Mid-winter training conference in Wisconsin Dells 
on January 29, 2012 – February 1, 2012. 

 
n.  Approval of the following Resolution promoting civil public discourse: 

 
WHEREAS, the principle of civility is the foundation of democracy and the rule of 
law; and 
 
WHEREAS, public discourse today is all too often composed of divisive attacks 
 rather than meaningful consideration of important public issues, which leads to 
 ineffective public decision making, citizen frustration, and damage to our 
democracy; and 
 
WHEREAS, municipal officials play an important role in shaping public behavior 
as leaders in our communities and therefore have a special opportunity to help 
steer public discourse back to a more civil direction; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Barron, Wisconsin, hereby urges all government officials and employees, political 
parties, media representatives, advocacy organizations, and candidates for 
political office and their supporters to strive toward a more civil public discourse 
in the conduct of political activities and in the administration of the affairs of 
government. 
     

o.  Approval of the offer from the Wisconsin D.O.T. dated October 31, 2011 for the 
 nominal payment for parcels # 9 & # 19 for Project I.D. 1570-09-22 in the        
 amount of $100.00 and $650.00 and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-
Treasurer to sign the warranty deed on behalf of the City of Barron. 

 
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Luke Shearer, Kayla Ostenson and Brandie Beaupre appeared to request an operator’s 
license for the period ending June 30, 2012.  Mike Freeman, Assistant Chief of Police 
recommended approval of said licenses. 
 



Moved by Allen, seconded by Fladten to approve the operator’s licenses for the period 
ending June 30, 2012 to:  Luke Shearer, Kayla Ostenson, Brandie Beaupre and Patrick 
Wobig.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Maria Siebel appeared to discuss the Northland fund raising campaign to build a new 
emergency department in Barron, expand space and services at the Barron Clinic, and 
renovate the Rice Lake clinic for the addition of Pediatric Services. A brochure was given 
to members of the city council outlining the projects, goals and how gifts would be 
recognized. 
 
Moved by Rollins, seconded by Haller to approve Ordinance No. 2011 - # 6 titled 
authority to operate low speed vehicles.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the November 7, 2011 letter from 

Gerald Liden, City Attorney regarding the trimming/removal of certain trees on the Gene 

& Joyce Anderson property.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink announced that he would call to order at 7:45 p.m. a public 

hearing on the proposed 2012 City of Barron budget. 

 

Mayor Vruwink asked those members of the public who wished to speak for or against 

the budget to come forward at this time.  There being no persons wishing to speak for or 

against the proposed 2012 city budget, Mayor Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:47 

p.m. 

 

Gary Gill, Superintendent of the Rolling Oaks golf course appeared to review a five year 

equipment plan that has been endorsed by the golf board.  The golf course is in need of a 

new greens mower.  Mr. Gill indicated that MTI has provided a quote of $27,800.00 for a 

new mower or they have two used mowers for $15,000.00 each. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to authorize up to $30,000.00 towards a greens 

mower(s) at Rolling Oaks golf course.  Motion carried 5 ayes 1 naye.  (Haller voting 

naye). 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to approve the 2012 City of Barron budget as 

proposed:  total expenditures – general fund $2,134,022.00; special revenue funds 

$438,276.00; debt service funds $495,361.00 and capital projects funds $30,950.00 

resulting in a tax levy of $1,162,026, as follows:  general fund $674,489.00; special 

revenue funds $194,998.00 and debt service funds $292,539.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 

0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Nordby to approve Ordinance No. 2011 - # 7 an 

Ordinance appropriating the necessary funds for the operation of the government and 

administration of the City of Barron for 2012.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Fladten, seconded by Haller to approve the proposal dated October 31, 2011 

from MacQueen Equipment, Inc. for a street sweeper in the amount of approximately 

$176,194.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The street sweeper will be funded out of the stormwater utility. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to adjourn into closed session at 8:25 p.m. as 

authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation 

or performance evaluation of data of any public employee over which the governmental 

body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Rollins to return to open session at 8:55 p.m.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink called the council back into regular session at this time.   

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to approve a Resolution to comply with 

government accounting standards board GASB No. 54, fund balance reporting and 

governmental fund type definitions and appointment.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Bids for the sale of our 1989 Chevrolet pick-up which was used by the fire department 

were presented as follows: 

 

1.  Jim Matsick – Phillips                    $2,700.00 
2. Durand Sanitation, LLC – Durand  $4,210.00 
3. Ivanna Bergmann – Clayton            $4,750.00 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the bid of $4,750.00 submitted by 

Ivanna Bergmann on our 1989 Chevrolet pick-up.  Motion carried 4 ayes 3 nayes.  

(Nordby, Haller and Allen voting naye). 

 

Bids on the tree removal at Anderson Park and the outdoor swimming pool were not 

acted upon at this time.  Additional bids will be sought for consideration at a later date. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to set the 2012 monthly health insurance rates 

from Health Partners as follows:  Single - $615.00 and Family - $1,515.00.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the recommendation of the Wage Negotiation Committee for 

non-union 2012 wages and benefits.  The committee is recommending a wage increase of 

2% and an additional 1% employee contribution towards health insurance.  Further, they 

are recommending not increasing the wages of the Police Chief and Assistant Chief of 

Police at this time.   In addition, they are recommending fully funding the Health Savings 

Account in 2012 with deposits made in early January, 2012.   This HSA contribution is 

consistent with what has been approved for the members of the police union. 

 



Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve the recommendation of the Wage 

Negotiation Committee relative to the 2012 wages and benefits for non-union city/utility 

employees and grant a wage increase of 2% on January 1, 2012 and an additional 1% 

employee contribution towards the monthly cost of health insurance.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve the recommendation of the Wage 

Negotiation Committee relative to fully funding the Health Savings Account for non-

union employees in 2012 with deposits made on or about January 2, 2012.  Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The employees will have the opportunity to select their own financial institution to 

handle their health savings account. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m. 

                                                                      _____________________________ 

                                                                      Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held October 

11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich and Tony Allen. 

Absent:  Bob Rollins.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron Miller, Andrea Podpeskar, 

Monti Hallberg, Sharon Masek, Tracey Mofle and Ruth Anderson. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Andrea Podpeskar, High School Girls Tennis Coach and Monti Hallberg, District 

Administrator appeared to discuss the possibility of applying for USTA grants for the 

renovation of our four existing tennis courts and for two new courts.  The deadline for 

submission of said grant is March 18, 2012.  The city could use in kind labor and 

equipment for site work as part of our match towards the grant.  The Kiwanis Club is 

willing to assist with funds towards this project.  The school district has some funds set 

aside over a two year budget.  The city park/building/property committee consisting of 

Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller and Bob Rollins will serve on a committee with school 

representatives and local tennis players to pursue said grant(s).  The city and school 

district will need to join USTA in order to be eligible for grants.   This is a nominal fee. 

Mr. Hallberg will be calling a meeting of this group in the not too distant future. 

 

Tracey Mofle appeared to discuss the community gardens project that she is involved in. 



The Barron Area School District is buying some of their home grown vegetables for use 

in the hot lunch program.  They are in the process of applying for funds from the Otto 

Bremer Foundation.  They would appreciate a letter from the City of Barron in support of 

their program and some assistance from city staff with their composting efforts.  In 

addition, they would like permission to construct a greenhouse behind the Riverview 

School on city property.  There were no objections to these requests. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to deny the application received on August 29, 

2011 from Dee Schultz for an operator’s license due to the fact that part b of the 

application omitted a pending charge from the Barron County Sheriff’s Department 

which occurred on August 26, 2011.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve the application received on September 

20, 2011 from Amanda K. Johnson for an operator’s license for the period October 11, 

2011 thru June 30, 2012.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

p. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of September 13, 2011. 

 

q. Approval of the bills. 

 

r. Approval of the request from Earl Starck representing the Past Reflections Car  
Club to use the field west of the existing cemetery at the corner of N. 18th Street  
& USH 8 for their annual car show and swap meet on September 9, 2012.  

 
s.  Approval of the recommendation of Mayor Vruwink to appoint Andrea 

Podpeskar  to serve out the remaining term of Shana Klimek on the Recreation 
Council because Ms. Klimek has moved out of the city. 

 
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich and Allen. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on an ordinance which would allow low speed vehicles to be 

operated on city streets.   The codes and ordinances review committee will place this on 

their next agenda for a recommendation to the council on whether or not to enact such an 

ordinance.  

 

Discussion took place on allowing all terrain vehicles access to the trail system.  No 

action was taken at this time. 

 

Mayor Vruwink recommended that the council approve a seat belt policy for all 

city/utility employees, including police officers. Mayor Vruwink felt for safety reasons 

we should have this policy and also to set an example to the citizens that we buckle up. 



The City of Bloomer, Chetek and Cumberland will be contacted to see if they have a seat 

belt policy or not.  No action taken this evening. 

 

Discussion followed on the upcoming November 1, 2011 conceal and carry law.  After 

considerable discussion, it was agreed not to sign city/utility buildings at this time. 

 

Discussion took place on renting a dumpster to allow the public to use it for the 

disposition of deer carcasses.  No action taken on this matter. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

It was reported that a letter will be sent to Gene & Joyce Anderson, 796 East Birch 

Avenue advising them that some of their trees will be trimmed as they interfere with the 

flight pattern of our airport. 

 

Ron Fladten read a prepared statement in which he favored closing our airport and using 

the land for future Industrial Park. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. 

                                                                                     

 
______________________________

_ 

                                                                                      Tony Slagstad, Clerk                                           

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

September 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council 

members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Mike Dietrich, Tony 

Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  Ron Fladten.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron 

Miller, Mike Freeman, Ben Rocraft, Sonia Dhatt, Sharon Masek, Laura Sauve, Billie 

Church, Jan Jorgenson, Dave Wiehe and Joe Johnston. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 

Mayor David Vruwink started the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 
 

The first order of business was to act upon the application of Dee Schultz for an 

operator’s license for the period ending June 30, 2012.  Mr. Schultz was not present.  One 

of the attendees at this meeting expressed concern over smoking in the Rehab Bar and its 

effect on employees health not to mention the fact that it is illegal to smoke indoors.  

Concern was also mentioned on customers being over served and highly intoxicated.   

Discussion took place on the August 26, 2011 incident at the Rehab Bar in which officers 

of the Barron County Sheriff’s Department were denied access to the bar by Mr. Schultz.  

Dee Schultz purchased the premises where Rehab Bar is located on July 7, 2011 on a 



land contract.  We need to know the relationship between Dee Schultz and the license 

holder, Eric Zabel.   A letter will be sent to Mr. Zabel asking him to clarify this 

relationship. 
 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Nordby to table the application of Dee Schultz for an 

operator’s license for the period ending June 30, 2012.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Sonia Dhatt appeared before the members of the city council and requested an operator’s 

license for the period ending June 30, 2012. 
 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to grant Sonia Dhatt an operator’s license for 

the period ending June 30, 2012.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Discussion followed  upon allowing or not allowing fermented malt beverages to be 

consumed outside at the Rehab Bar located at 437 North 7
th

 Street @ Barron on Saturday, 

September 24, 2011 as part of the Redman Family Benefit.  To date, no specific request 

has been made as this event is sponsored by the Barron Maple Grove Fire & Rescue 

Auxiliary.  If approved, Rod Nordby & Kevin Haller will meet with Dee Schultz to 

determine what area can be fenced outside of the licensed premises. 
 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to grant permission to consume fermented malt 

beverages at the Rehab Bar, 439 North 7
th

 Street between the hours of noon and midnight 

on Saturday, September 24, 2011 in a fenced in restricted area attached to the building. 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Billie Church, owner of Skippy’s Bar appeared to inquire about the possibility of having 

the city council amend our Ordinance to allow her customers to consume alcohol on a 

deck outside of their licensed premise.  Ms. Church is interested in building a deck 

surrounded by a fence and the fence would be locked whenever the bar is closed.  Mayor 

Vruwink suggested a meeting in the future with all of the bar owners within the city that 

might be interested in this idea. 

   

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

t. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of August 9, 2011 and special 

session of August 29, 2011. 
 

u. Approval of the bills. 
 

v. Authorize elected officials to attend the annual League of Wisconsin 

Municipalities Conference in Milwaukee on October 19 – 21, 2011. 
 

w. Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to approve the bid from 

JME Trucking, LLC in the amount of $4,250.00 for the purchase of our 1991 

International plow truck. 
 



x. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to approve the 

attendance of Byron Miller, Chief of Police at Glock Armorer training course in 

Waunakee, Wisconsin on November 29, 2011. 
 

y. Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to approve sponsoring 

Ben Rocraft (2011 summer intern in the police department) for the 520 hour 

recruit academy with all tuition and expenses reimbursed by the State of WI. 
 

z.  Approval to send Janet Bensend to the 2011 Municipal Court Clerk Seminar in 

 Elkhart Lake on October 20-21, 2011.   Note:  This is mandatory clerk’s training. 
 

aa.  Approval to hire Tim Schackleton for seasonal employment at Wayside 

Cemetery. 
 

bb.  Act upon the request of Lynn Kolpack to have live music or recorded music in  

 the main shelter at Anderson Park from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

 August 4, 2012. 
 

cc.  Act upon the request of a group of Somali women to hold a wedding reception in 

Anderson Park in the island shelter on Saturday, October 8, 2011 and establish 

how late they can continue said reception.   
 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes  0 nayes. 
 

Joe Johnston appeared representing the Barron Chetek Youth Hockey group to request 

permission to sell beer from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 17, 2011 for 

an adult bean bag tournament.  Wrist bands will be given to those persons of legal 

drinking age.   
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to grant permission to the hockey group as 

requested above.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Appearance by Jan Jorgensen and Dave Wiehe on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce to 

discuss whether or not the City of Barron is interested in updating the website for the City 

of Barron, Chamber of Commerce and the Barron Development Corporation.  Jan 

Jorgenson showed the current website on the computer as well as the City of Perham, 

Minnesota.  If approved, the chamber would obtain bids/quotes for consideration at a 

later date. 
 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to pursue an updated website as discussed this 

evening.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on allowing the cost of tree removal on private property to be 

placed on the tax roll.  Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer suggested up to five years at 

an interest rate of 4.25% which is one percent over what the interest rate would be 

through the State Trust Fund Loan Program.  Currently, the interest rate for special 

assessments is one percent over what the city’s interest rate is for a project.  Council 



members were in agreement that the tree service can be selected by the homeowner and 

that the tree service must provide evidence of insurance. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to allow tree removal costs for property owners 

to be placed on the tax roll as outlined above.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to authorize Mayor Vruwink to sign the 

memorandum of agreement for the USH 8 project scheduled for 2012 in which the City 

of Barron, Jennie O-Turkey Store and the Wisconsin DOT agree to the four modifications 

to JOTS driveways on the north side of USH 8, subject to approval by Hormel. Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Haller to authorize Mayor Vruwink and City Clerk-

Treasurer Slagstad to sign the letter of agreement between the City of Barron and the 

Barron Police Association/WPPA/LEER Division regarding health insurance coverage 

for 2012.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to contribute the same dollar amounts towards the 

High Deductible Health Plan in 2012 for non-union employees and electric union 

employees as is contributed towards the members of the police union.  Motion carried 5 

ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to approve the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 

WISCONSIN PUBLIC EMPLOYER’S GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 

 

    Pursuant to the provisions of Wis. Stats. 40.51 (7), the Common Council of the City of 

Barron, Barron County, Wisconsin resolves to withdraw participation in the Wisconsin 

Public Employer’s Group Health Insurance Program effective next January 1, 2012. 

 

    I understand that coverage will terminate for all insured participants, including 

annuitants and any participants who are on continuation coverage.  I further understand 

that the employer may not reapply for participation in the Wisconsin Public Employer’s 

Group Health Insurance Program for three years. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve the following Resolution: 

 

Resolution Approving Temporary Compensation Adjustment to 

Non-Union, Non-Law Enforcement Staff to Offset WRS Contributions for 2011 

 

TO THE CITY OF BARRON COMMON COUNCIL:  
 

 WHEREAS, the recent change in State Law requires City employees and elected 

officials to pay one-half of the actuarially required contribution to the Wisconsin 

Retirement System (WRS); and 



 

 WHEREAS, the change presently affects only non-law enforcement employees 

not covered by a current collective bargaining agreement, with an effective start date of 

contributions beginning on the September 6, 2011 payroll for work period of August 21, 

2011 through September 4, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the collective bargaining agreement between the City and the City 

of Barron Electric Utility employees expires on December 31, 2011, with the result being 

that only non-union, non-law enforcement employees will pay towards WRS between 

August 21, 2011, and December 31, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the new law impacts non-union, non-law enforcement employees 

nearly five (5) months earlier than non-law enforcement union staff in regards to the 

WRS contribution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the annual salary for the City Clerk-Treasurer cannot be changed 

during the term of office, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 62.09(6)(am), but changes to the health 

insurance premium contribution paid by the Clerk-Treasurer can be made to minimize the 

impact of the WRS contribution requirement on the Clerk-Treasurer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there is minimal budget impact as the City had an approved budget 

in place which included the City’s payment of 100% of WRS contributions when the new 

law took effect; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Negotiation Committee that the City 

of Barron Common Council approve a 5.8% temporary compensation adjustment for 

non-union, non-law enforcement employees for the time period of August 21, 2011,  

through December 31, 2011 and a change in the health insurance premium contribution 

required for the Clerk-Treasurer to 0% for the time period of August 21, 2011,  through 

December 31, 2011. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the City of Barron Common 

Council does approve a temporary compensation adjustment to all non-union, non-law 

enforcement staff, and a temporary health insurance premium contribution adjustment for 

the Clerk-Treasurer, to offset the required WRS contribution for the time period of 

August 21, 2011,  through December 31, 2011. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to approve the grievance procedure as mandated 

by the State of Wisconsin effective October 1, 2011 and as recommended by the Wage 

Negotiation Committee.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:28 p.m. 



 

 

         
                                                            __________________________    

                                                                        Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held August 9, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron Miller, Sharon Masek 

And Isaiah Mulheron. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 
 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 
 

Consent agenda: 
 

dd.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of July 12, 2011. 
 

ee.  Approval of the bills. 
 

ff. Approval of the recommendation of David Vruwink, Mayor and Tony Slagstad, 

City Clerk-Treasurer to increase Janet Bensend’s hours to 32 per week, effective  

            August 1, 2011. 
 

gg. Approval of the request from the Barron High School Class of 1971 to drink beer 

in Anderson Park until midnight on Friday, August 12, 2011 as part of their 40 

year class reunion.  
 

hh. Approval of the request of the Barron VFW Post # 8338 for permission to allow 

their customers to consume fermented malt beverages in a tent on their property 

from noon to midnight on Saturday, August 13, 2011. 
 

ii. Approval of the request to sponsor Isaiah Mulheron for the 520 hour Recruit 

Academy with all tuition and expenses reimbursed by the State of Wisconsin. 
   
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Discussion took place on the new concealed carry law which will take place effective 

November 1, 2011.  The city council will need to approve a policy prior to that date. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to table action on a policy for concealed carry 

until a later date. 



 

Discussion took place on a policy requiring all of our employees to wear seat belts while  

driving or riding in city/utility owned vehicles.    Current state law exempts police 

officers from wearing a seat belt.   However, the state patrol has a policy in effect 

requiring them to wear seat belts.  No action was taken this evening on a seat belt policy. 
  
Discussion took place on the July 28, 2011 letter from Mark Little of the Wisconsin 

D.N.R. regarding ATV’s within the City of Barron.   Apparently, a portion our ATV 

Ordinance will need to be re-created to comply with state statutes. 
 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 
 

Larry Johnson, Fire Chief recently inquired about having a fund raiser at the fire hall for 

one of our fireman that was seriously injured at his normal place of employment.  Mr. 

Johnson wondered if they could sell fermented malt beverages.  This can be placed on a 

future council agenda for action as it was not noticed for this evenings meeting. 

 

The 2012 preliminary budget is being worked on at this time and the committees will 

need to meet with their respective department heads to review said budgets within the 

next thirty to forty-five days. 
 

Discussion took place on the fact that there are several dead trees on private property that 

need to be removed.  Tony Slagstad wondered whether or not the council was agreeable 

to placing the cost of the tree removal on the tax roll as a special charge and allow people 

to pay those costs over time.  A decision regarding placing those costs on the tax roll will 

be made at a future meeting. 
 

Mayor Vruwink suggested waiving the park shelter rental fees for non-profit service 

organizations, such as:  Kiwanis Club, VFW Post #8338 and American Legion.   No 

action was taken this evening as it was not on the agenda. 
 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          __________________________   

                                                                             Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held July 12, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich and Bob Rollins. 

Absent:  Tony Allen (arrived at 7:25 p.m.).  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Sue 

Wojtkiewicz, Billie Church, Kay Bender, Roger Bender, Larry Johnson, Sharon Masek, 

Bill Weinert, Darren Ormson, Dave Steel, Todd Picknell, Lawrence Lyste, Tracey Molfe,  

Arianne Peterson, Rahma Bashir, Muhubo Yussus, Mahamoud Ali, Dave Moin, Brian 

Lansin, Denny Landro, Val Gieseke, Wayne Gieseke, David Peterson, Nathan Emmons, 

Mary Glynn and other citizenry. 



 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson  Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by, Dietrich, seconded by Haller to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

 Consent agenda: 

 

jj.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of June 14, 2011. 

 

kk.  Approval of the bills. 

 

ll. Approval of the Emergency Operations Plan for the City of Barron, as updated. 

 
mm.  Authorize Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer to attend the 2011 Fall 
Treasurer’s Conference September 22-23, 2011 in Minoqua. 

 
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich and Rollins.   
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Tracey Molfe, Arianne Peterson, Rahma Bashir, Muhubo Yussus and Mahamoud Ali 
appeared and updated the members of the city council on the Paying It Forward Project 
(market gardening project with Somali students and others). 
 
Tony Allen arrived at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Billie Church, co-owner of Skippy’s Bar, 51 South 4th Street appeared to request 
permission to serve alcoholic beverages out of an enclosed tent outside their bar on 
Saturday, July 23, 2011 from 2:00 p.m. to closing as part of their twenty year’s in 
business.  A certificate of insurance will be required as well as adequate security to 
prevent underage persons from obtaining alcoholic beverages. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to approve the request of Billie Church as 
outlined above, subject to a certificate of insurance and adequate security.  Motion 
carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Discussion took place on the new concealed weapons law which will be effective 
November 1, 2011 and how it will impact city/utility buildings.  No official action was 
taken at this time. 
 
Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to establish a 2012 rental fee for the use of the 
two pavilions in Anderson Park, as follows:  small pavilion $35.00 and larger pavilion 



$50.00 with a full refund due the person/group if cancellation is done one month or 
more in advance of using said pavilion.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Discussion took place on ATV’s within the City of Barron and whether or not we want to 

require a valid driver’s license to operate on our streets unless accompanied by an adult 

and whether or not persons should be allowed to travel from their residence to the trails 

and to and from work.  Considerable discussion took place with members of the 

audience.  Members of the ATV clubs will attempt to get those persons operating ATV’s 

to obey the speed limit and use the marked trails.  It was agreed to revisit this subject 

again in six months or so. 

 

Update on health insurance plans for 2012.   We are waiting on a 2012 quote from WPS 

which should be available shortly. 

 

Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to approve the recommendation of the Street 

Committee and purchase a 2002 International plow truck with accessories for $33,170.00 

from the Barron County Highway Department.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

This purchase will be split between the 2011 and 2012 budget with the allocation to be 

determined next month. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    ______________________________   

                                                                       Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held June 14, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Mary Shearer, Roccy 

Raymond, Sharon Masek, Adam Cabrera, Rita Sullivan, Disa Wahlstrand, Cory 

Schindler & Mike Romsos. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Mary Shearer appeared to thank the members of the city council for constructing the two 

new shelters in Anderson Park.  A letter to the editor will be appearing in tomorrow’s 

issue of the Barron News Shield acknowledging these shelters. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 



   

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Fladten to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

nn.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of May 10, 2011.  

 

oo.  Approval of the bills. 

 

pp.  Approval of the Joint Powers Agreement dated May 9, 2011 from the Barron        

County Sheriff’s Department. 

 

qq. Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to approve the proposal 

dated May 9, 2011 from Greg’s Excavating, Inc. for crushing the concrete and 

blacktop. 

 

rr. Discussion and action to approve the following beer and liquor licenses for the 

period July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012: 

Class “B” Combination Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage  License 

G-N-G’s Pub, 54 S. 3
rd 

 Street, Neil F. Gagner, Owner 

S&K Recycling Corp., d/b/a Kate’s Bar, 56 S. 3
rd

 Street,  Kathy A. Oleson, Agent 

Skippy’s Bar, LLC, 51 S. 4
th

 Street, Billie J. Church, Agent 

Rolling Oaks Restaurant & Lounge, 450 W. Division Ave., Patricia A. Olson, 

Owner 

Veteran’s of Foreign Wars Post # 8338, 1105 E. Division Ave., David B. 

Peterson, Agent 

Rhythm & Q, 439 N. 7
th

 St., Eric M. Zabel, Owner 

 

Class “A” Combination Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage License 

S/S/G Corporation, 530 E. Division Ave., Brenda S. Graff, Agent 

Warren G’s Liquor Store, LLC, 1227 E. Division Ave., Susan K. Glumske, Agent 

 

 

Wholesale Beer License 

General Beer-Northwest, Inc., 1474 Guy Ave., Richard J. Karls, Agent 

 

Class”A” Fermented Malt Beverage License 

Kwik Trip, Inc, 211 E. Division Ave., Jodie L. Cox, Agent 

 

Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage License 

Barron Golf Club, Inc., 440 W. Division Ave., Roger G. Ormson, Agent 

 

ss. Act upon the recommendation of the City Plan Commission and approve the     



certified survey map of the property being sold by the City of Barron to Mayo 

Clinc Health System. 

 

tt. Act upon the recommendation of the City Plan Commission and approve the  

certified survey map of the property being purchased by the City of Barron for 

well # 6 from West Cap. 

 

uu.  Approval of Susan Wojtkiewicz, P.E. with SEH to replace Roccy Raymond, PE      

 as City Engineer as Mr. Raymond will be retiring effective June 30, 2011. 

 

vv.  Act upon the recommendation of the Police Committee to hire Ryan Derousseau   

 as an occasional part-time police officer. 

 

ww. Act upon the recommendation of the Police Committee to register the City 

of 

Barron with the 1033 program. 
 

xx. Act upon the recommendation of the Police Committee to sell surplus items from 

the police department. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Roccy Raymond, P.E. with SEH appeared to review the bids for Well House No. 6 and 

utility and street improvements, as follows: 

 

Contract 1 – Well House: 

 

1.  Torgerson Concrete – Turtle Lake                             $322,500.00 
2. Pember Companies – Menomonie                              $324,700.00 
3. Springlake Contracting, Inc. – Elk Mound                 $330,000.00 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to approve the bid from Torgerson Concrete in 
the amount of $322,500.00 as recommended by the utility commission and by SEH.  
Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Contract 2 – Well Access and Berger Avenue water main extension 

 

1.  A-1 Excavating, Inc. – Bloomer                                   $161,684.50 
2. McCabe Construction – Eau Claire                               $164,465.58 
3. Haas Sons, Inc. – Thorp                                                 $165,786.48 
4. Albrightson Excavating, Inc. – Woodville                     $169,161.35 
5. Pember Companies, Inc. – Menomonie                         $191,233.58 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the bid from A-1 Excavating, Inc. in 

the amount of $161,684.50 as recommended by the utility commission and by SEH. 



Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mike Romsos, Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor appeared to present the 2010 

compliance maintenance annual report.  Mr. Romsos reported that the treatment plant is 

operating very well. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Nordby to approve the following Resolution: 

 

COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE RESOLUTION 

 

       Resolved, that the Common Council of the City of Barron informs the Department of 

Natural Resources that the following actions were taken by the Common Council at a 

regularly scheduled meeting held on Tuesday, June 14, 2011: 

 

1.  Reviewed the 2010 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report, and that no 

further recommendations are in order. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to approve Ordinance No. 2011 – 4 An Ordinance 

Amending Sewer Service Charge in Accordance with Title 9, Chapter 2 of the Barron 

Municipal Code of Ordinances, Entitled “Public Utilities”. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Adam Cabrera, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club of Barron County appeared 

to review their program.   Mr. Cabrera reported that the local site in Barron is a classroom 

located at the Riverview Middle School.   Ideally, the club would have their own facility 

outside of the school. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Dietrich to approve Ordinance No. 2011 - # 5, as 

follows: 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Heller to increase the bond amount and court costs by 

$10.00 per citation.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to authorize the purchase of an air conditioner 

for the police department subject to approval by the Property Committee.  Motion carried 

6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 

 



       
                                                                        _____________________________   

                                                                         Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held May 10, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins. 

Absent:  Mike Dietrich.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Dave Hanson, Randy Albrecht, 

Bob Missling, Roccy Raymond, Mike Freeman, David Cusick, Sharon Masek and Eric 

Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

yy.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of April 12, 2011; Re-

Organizational session of April 19, 2011 and the joint session of  April 25, 2011. 

 

zz.  Approval of the bills, including the Waynes’ Drywall bill of $1,750.00. 

 

aaa.  Approval of the attendance at the League of Wisconsin Municipalities 

regional dinner meeting in Eau Claire on Thursday, June 9, 2011 by interested 

city officials. 

 

bbb.  Approval of the request of Byron Miller, Chief of Police to attend 

Professional 

Communications Skills Instructor Training in Wausau on June 1-3, 2011. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Allen and Rollins. Voting against:  none.  

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Randy Albrecht, Plant Manager at the Jennie-O Turkey Store appeared to update 

members of the city council on their business.  Mr. Albrecht showed a power point with 

statistics for their company. 

 



Bob Missling, Executive Director of the Barron County Economic Development 

Corporation appeared to discuss their program with members of the city council and to 

request a financial contribution from the City of Barron. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to contribute $4,000.00 this year to the Barron 

County Economic Development Corporation.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Roccy Raymond, City Engineer appeared to request approval of the lowest qualified bid 

for Well # 6.   Bids were received as follows: 

1. Sam’s Well Drilling, Inc. – Randolph, WI                          $205,980.00 

2. Municipal Well & Pump – Waupun, WI                             $206,761.00 

3. Traut Wells – Waite Park, MN                                            $211,860.00 

4. Ground Source, Inc. – De Pere, WI                                     $249,650.00 

5.  Keys Well Drilling Co. – St.Paul, MN                               $258,170.00 

6. Layne Christensen Co. – Schofield, WI                               $344,900.00 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation of the Utility 

Commission and approve the low qualified bid submitted by Sam’s Well Drilling, Inc. 

for Well No. 6 in the amount of $205,980.00.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Roccy Raymond indicated that SEH will be submitting the necessary paperwork to the 

Wisconsin D.N.R. in order to close out the old power house.  The necessary monitoring 

has been successfully completed. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve the recommendation of the Street 

Committee and approve the proposal dated May 5, 2011 from the Barron County 

Highway Department for 2011 blacktopping.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation of the Street 

Committee and approve the April 27, 2011 proposal from Total Asphalt Maintenance for 

crack sealing at a cost of $1.10 per pound, subject to adequate insurance, adequate 

signage and adequate flaggers.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Haller to approve the recommendation of the Street 

Committee and approve the chip-seal quotation dated May 5 2011 from the Barron 

County Highway Department in the amount of $1.24 per square yard.  Motion carried 5 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to approve the recommendation of the Street 

Committee and approve the proposal dated May 4, 2011 from Cornerstone Concrete, Inc. 

for our concrete needs in 2011.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Haller to blacktop LaSalle Avenue between 4
th

 & 7
th

 

Street.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to hire Micah Terpstra at wayside cemetery for 

seasonal employment.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not the city council wants to keep the old brush 

truck or sell it.   Originally, the new vehicle was purchased with the understanding that 

the proceeds from the sale of the old brush truck together with the funds from the estate 

of Joey Nelson would pay for said truck.  Unfortunately, last fall the lone verbal bid fell 

short of paying for the truck.  A suggestion was made to advertise this truck in the 

municipality magazine which goes out to communities across the entire state. 

  

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Haller to sell the old brush truck.  Motion carried 5 ayes 

0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to continue the fees at the outdoor swimming pool 

the same as last year; increase employee wage rates by one percent and to re-hire Katie 

Hanson-Mizer as Pool Director.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the following letters:  letter dated April 27, 2011 from Captain 

Mark Evans of the Barron County Sheriff’s Department to Municipal Judge David 

Cusick; letter dated May 2, 2011 from Cusick to Evans; letter dated May 6, 2011 from 

Evans to Cusick.  Judge Cusick was present to discuss the fact that the Barron County 

Sheriff’s Department will be implementing a fee of $51.46 per day for those persons who 

are put in jail as a result of a warrant for their arrest and are unable to pay the 

fine/forfeiture.  Mayor Vruwink will contact other Mayor’s in Barron County and try and 

have them meet with Captain Evans and Sheriff Fitzgerald and attempt to delay 

implementation of this fee in order for us to budget for said fee.  He will also ask for two 

year’s worth of history so that we will have a handle on what to budget for this fee.  

 

Discussion followed on whether or not we should proceed with hiring someone to 

excavate for a 90’ X 175’ parking lot in Anderson Park.  At least one additional quote 

will be requested. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to obtain prices for the parking lot improvements 

at Anderson Park and to authorize the project at a cost not to exceed $11,750.00.  Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Tony Allen gave an update on the work by the insurance committee and the fact that an 

employee meeting was held last week and the employees are doing a health history in 

order to obtain price quotes for health insurance.   

 

Duly moved to adjourn  at 9:18 p.m. 

 

 

 



 

                                                                     ________________________________  

                                                                      Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held April 12, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Kevin Haller, Gary Strand, 

Dallas Sloan, Pat Sirovotka, Carol Brown and Travis Brown. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of March 8, 2011, closed session of  

March 8, 2011 and the special session of March 22, 2011. 

 

b.   Approval of the bills. 

 

c.  Approval of the request from Barron Supply to use the land west of Wayside 

Cemetery for their Demo Days on May 7-8, 2011. 
 

d.  Approval of the quote dated March 9, 2011 from the Jennie-O Turkey Store for a 
68” angle broom, less trade-in of our 7’ Bobcat snow blade at a net cost of 
$2,411.05. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the proposal dated March 23, 2011 

from Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc. for re-painting the lines and markings at a cost of 

$19,140.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place upon naming the street between the Barron County Justice Center 

and Barron Electric Cooperative in honor of Willis Jerome.  Mr. Jerome served on the 

Barron Electric Cooperative Board of Directors for forty eight years.  Possible names 

included:  Willis Avenue, Willis Jerome Avenue or Willis Way.  Rod Nordby will 

contact family members of Mr. Jerome and seek their input relative to naming the street. 

 



Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten to name the street above in honor of Willis 

Jerome.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

 

Mayor Vruwink announced that it was 7:15 p.m. and that it was time for a public hearing 

on the rezoning request of Rod Nordby as noticed in the local newspaper. 

 

Rod Nordby explained that he wishes to construct three structures using a townhouse 

concept.  These single story structures would be individually owned and an association 

would be in place.  They would be upper scale with lawn care and snow removal paid by 

the monthly dues. 

 

Travis Brown, 664 South 6
th

 Street favored the rezoning but would oppose rental units 

and multi-story buildings.   

 

Dallas Sloan, 715 South 6
th

 Street also favored the rezoning. 

 

No one wished to speak in opposition to the rezoning request of Rod Nordby. 

 

Mayor Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Fladten to approve Ordinance No. 2011 – 3 as follows: 

 

                                                  ORDINANCE NO. 2011 - # 1 

                            AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 13 OF CHAPTER I 

                            OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF BARRON 

 

The Common Council of the City of Barron do ordain as follows: 

 

SECTION 1:  The official zoning map of the City of Barron is hereby amended in the  

                       following respects: 

                     

                       The following described property shall be part of the R-2 RESIDENTIAL 

                        District: 

 

         Lot 4 CSM Volume 26 Page 32 and part of Lot 1 of CSM Volume 20 Page                  
         5, located in the NE ¼ - NE ¼ of Section 33, T34N, R12W, City of Barron, 
         Barron County, Wisconsin described as follows:  Beginning at the SE corner 
         of Lot 1 of CSM Volume 20 Page 5, thence north along the east line of Lot         
         1  of CSM Volume 20 Page 5, 253.52 feet to the south-east corner of Lot 4      
         of CSM Volume 26 Page 32; thence west along the south line of Lot 4 of   
         CSM Volume 26 Page 32; 237.43 feet to the east line of 6th Street; thence     
         South along the east line of 6th Street, 253.43 feet to the south line of Lot 1   
          of CSM Volume 20 Page 5;  thence east 237.49 feet to the point of   
          beginning. 

                                                                                                                                              



SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as  

                      provided by law. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.  (Nordby abstained.)                                                                                 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to approve the request of the Barron/Chetek Youth 

Hockey Association for a beer permit at 525 East Birch Avenue in Barron on Saturday, 

June 18, 2011 from 5:00 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. on June 19, 2011 for their Konquer the Kage 

fight.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Porter to approve the request of the VFW to have an 

outdoor band and permission to drink beer outside in a tent from 12:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

on Saturday, May 21, 2011 as part of their Ist Annual Armed Forces Day Celebration and 

Raffle.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion followed on the proposed boundaries for the aldermanic districts and county 

supervisor districts following the 2010 census.    

 

Moved by Rollins seconded by Fladten to recommend approval of the proposed Barron 

County  Supervisory districts and approve the proposed the boundaries for the aldermanic 

districts.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Tony Allen who is a member of the insurance committee updated members of the 

common council on the status of the insurance committee’s work on various health 

insurance options for 2012.   Another meeting will be held next Monday afternoon at 

1:00 p.m. if anyone is interested in attending this meeting.   

 

An agreement between the City of Barron and the Wisconsin D.O.T. regarding the USH 

8 improvement project slated for 2012 which outlines the costs attributed to the City of 

Barron was reviewed.  Tomorrow morning, Jane Olson from the Wisconsin D.O.T. will 

be at city hall to clarify a couple items on the agreement.  The agreement should be ready 

to be acted upon next week at the re-organizational meeting of the city council. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to approve the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION HONORING 

JOHN PORTER 

 

       WHEREAS, John Porter for the past eight years has given of his time, knowledge 

and experience as a member of the Common Council of the City of Barron; and 

 

       WHEREAS, his interest in serving his community has exemplified the City’s 

tradition of Representative democracy and citizen participation; and 

 

       WHEREAS, Mr. Porter has served as City Council President and a Council 

representative on the Plan Commission,Extraterritorial Zoning Committee, Street 

Committee, Police Committee, Barron Golf Club, Inc. Board, Property Committee, 



Building Committee, Senior Citizens Center Committee, Barron Maple Grove Fire 

Department and Wage Negotiation Committee. 

 

       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of 

Barron that John Porter is to be commended for his time spent in dedicated service to the 

community, and that the community extends its sincere gratitude for his service. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.  (Porter abstained.) 

 

It was agreed to meet at 6:45 a.m. for the April 19, 2011 Re-Organizational session of the 

Common Council. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                                                      
                                                                    ____________________________   

                                                                     Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron 
held March 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  
Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron 
Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.   Utility 
Commissioners present:  Marvin Amundson, Bob Rollins, Joe Johnson, Bob 
Oman and Randy Severson.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, 
Rick Jari & Kevin Haller. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 
Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 
 
Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby to adjourn into closed session at 
7:02 p.m. pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Sec. 19.85 (1) (e) for the purpose 
of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  
Topic:  Wholesale Electric Contract. 



Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Discussion took place on a Wholesale Electric Contract with A.E.P. 
 
Moved by Porter, seconded by Allen to return to open session at 7:20 p.m. 
Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to authorize Mayor David Vruwink 
and Utility Commission President Marvin Amundson to sign the power 
supply agreement with American Electric Power.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 
nayes. 
 
Duly moved to adjourn at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                         __________________________   
                                                                          Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 
Minutes of a closed session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held March 8, 
2011 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  
David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 
Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Marv Amundson, Bob Oman, Rick Jari, Dan 
Thole and Kevin Haller. 
 
The meeting was called to order in closed session at 8:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 
Discussion took place on exploring other power suppliers.  The earliest date we could 
switch power suppliers would be January 1, 2013.  The utility commissioners and Rick  
Jari, Utility Manager will continue to explore other power suppliers. 
 
Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins to return to open session at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            _____________________________   
                                                                             Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 

 

 



Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held March 8, 

2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Larry Johnson, Byron Miller, Mike 

Freeman, Chris Hagen, Lynn Carlson, Dallas Sloan, Rick Jari, Marvin Amundson, Bob 

Oman, Sharon Masek and Dan Thole. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of February 8, 2011.  

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 
c. Approval of the quote from Tractor Central, LLC dated February 16, 2011 for a 

tractor and accessories, less trade-in at the cemetery at a net cost of $1,554.45. 

 
d. Approval of a certified survey map of the property vacated by the city and owned 

by Luther Midelfort Northland. 
 

e. Approval of the airport liability insurance policy with Erickson Agency in the 
amount of $1,550.00 for the period March 16, 2011 to March 16, 2012. 

 
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.   
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins to purchase six radios for the street department 
from Bear Com as outlined in their February 28, 2011 quote.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 
nayes. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to authorize closing a portion of LaSalle Avenue 
from 10th Street to 2nd Street for a parade on Sunday, September 11, 2011.  Motion 
carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Lynn Carlson, President of the Law Enforcement Foundation of Barron County and Dallas 
Sloan, board member appeared to discuss whether or not the City of Barron would be 
willing to match their $2,500.00 donation to the K-9 project.  Byron Miller, Chief of 



Police indicated that there were sufficient monies available from the radio budget as 
well as a grant from the Department of Social Services to cover this $2,500.00. 
Moved by Allen, seconded by Fladten to contribute $2,500.00 to the K-9 project as 
requested by the Law Enforcement Foundation of Barron County.  Motion carried 6 ayes 
0 nayes. 
 
Chris Hagen, Project Director with Add LIFE appeared to discuss the program she is 
working on which provides transportation services to communities within Barron 
County. 
The program is open to the general public at a cost of $1.00 one way, and .50 cents for 
age 55+ and disabled adults one way.   
 
Bryon Miller, Chief of Police appeared and presented the 2010 annual report. 
 
Moved by Fladten, seconded by Dietrich to approve a $300.00 donation to Post Prom 

2011 as outlined in their letter dated February 8, 2011.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to adjourn into closed session at 8:00 p.m. 

pursuant to Wisconsin Statues Sec. 19.85 (1) (e) for the purpose of deliberating or 

negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 

conducting other specified public business whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 

require a closed session. (Power Supply Discussion). 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.  Voting against: 

none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Allen to reconvene into open session at 8:30 p.m. 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Appearance by Dan Thole, C.P.A. with Larson Allen to present the 2010 audit report. 

 

 Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           ___________________________   

                                                                             Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held February 

8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins. 

Absent:  John Porter.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond, Sharon Masek, 

Eric Quade, Doug Clausen, Larry Greener, Peter Olson and Aaron Weber. 



 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

f. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of January 18, 2011.  

 

g. Approval of the bills. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to table the quote from Tractor Central, LLC for a 

tractor and accessories, less trade-in at the cemetery at a net cost of $3,384.90.  Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The vote on the approval of items a. and b. of the consent agenda: 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. Voting against:  none.  

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Roccy Raymond, City Engineer appeared to update the council on the status of the 

monitoring wells at the former landfill and the test well. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Fladten to authorize repairs to the 2005 Ford Expedition 

at an estimated cost of $1,535.00.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to authorize the sale of our used Smith & 

Wesson firearms to officers of the department at a cost of $200.00 each. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to purchase six new Glock firearms and 

accessories at a cost of $4,678.00.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to convene into Closed Session pursuant to Wis. 

Stats.19.85 (1) (e) deliberating or negotiating of public properties, the investing of public 

funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining 

reasons require a closed session. 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. Voting against:  none.  

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to reconvene into open session at 8:20 p.m. 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. 

 

                                                                        _____________________________   

                                                                         Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held January 

18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present: 

David Vruwink, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  

Absent:  Rod Nordby.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron Miller, Nathan Emmons, 

Kevin Haller, Eric Quade, Sharon Masek, Rita Sullivan, Terry Sullivan, David Kimball, 

Karen Roux and Terry Waterman.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Dietrich to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

h. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of December 14, 2010 and the 

closed session of December 14, 2010.  

 

i. Approval of the bills. 

 
j. Approval of the request of Tony Slagstad to attend the spring conference of the 

Municipal Treasurer’s Association of Wisconsin in Elkhart Lake on May 4-6, 2011  
 

Voting in favor:  Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink called a public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. on the rezoning request of 

Barron Memorial Medical Center, Inc. – Mayo Health System. 

 

David Kimball, Architect, explained that they would like to rezone said property from  

R-1 Residential District to C-1 Commercial District.  This would allow the clinic 

expansion project to build to the property line. 

 

There being no other persons wishing to speak for or against the proposed rezoning, 

Mayor David Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:18 p.m. 



 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins to approve Ordinance No. 2011 - # 1 as follows: 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink called a public hearing to order at 7:19 p.m. on the request from Luther 

Midelfort Northland to discontinue a portion of Woodland Avenue lying north of the 

hospital/clinic. 

 

David Kimball explained the reason(s) for the request to discontinue a portion of 

Woodland Avenue to accommodate the expansion of the clinic. 

 

There being no other persons wishing to speak for or against the request to discontinue a 

portion of Woodland Avenue,  Mayor David Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:22 

p.m. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Dietrich to approve the following Resolution: 

 
                                                          RESOLUTION 
 
       WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Barron, 1456 East LaSalle Avenue, 
has received a recommendation from its Plan Commission for the discontinuance of an 
undeveloped street located in the City of Barron; and 
 
       WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing has been given, and a lis pendens filed, all as 
required by state statutes; and 
 
       WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the 18th day of January, 2011; and 
 
       WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that the public interest requires 
that the street be vacated; 
 
       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The street which is described below be and hereby is discontinued and vacated: 
 
That part of Woodland Avenue lying in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, 
Section 27, Township 34 North, Range 12 West, City of Barron, Barron County, 
Wisconsin and bounded by a line described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the northeast corner of Block “B” of the plat of Williams Addition;  
Thence N89°14'12"W, along the southerly right-of-way line of Woodland Avenue, 117.77 
feet;  
Thence along said southerly right-of-way and along a curve, concave northerly, having a 
radius of 533.00 feet, an arc length of 173.95 feet, a chord bearing of N80°24'00"W, and 
a chord length of 173.18 feet to the point of beginning; 
Thence along said southerly right-of-way and along a curve, concave northeasterly, 
having a radius of 533.00 feet, an arc length of 86.33 feet, a chord bearing of 
N66°24'37"W, and a chord length of 86.24 feet; 
Thence N61°38'12"W, along said southerly right-of-way, 109.93 feet;  



Thence N29°41'14"E, 5.00 feet;  
Thence S61°38'12"E, 109.80 feet;  
Thence along a curve, concave northeasterly, having a radius of 528.00 feet, an arc 
length of 86.54 feet, a chord bearing of S66°27'56"E, and a chord length of 86.45 feet; 
Thence S30°28'25"W, 5.10 feet to the point of beginning. 
 
Parcel contains 982 square feet or 0.023 acres, more or less 
 
Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 

Discussion followed on the east/west alley between South 4
th

 Street & South 5
th

 Street 

and whether to make it a one-way alley to the west; sign the area near the Cupboard and 

Closet or decide on something else.   

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Porter to make the east/west alley between South 4
th

 

Street & South 5
th

 Street a one-way alley to the west.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the recommendation of the Police Committee to authorize 

additional part-time hours when our police investigator is scheduled alone which will free 

him up for investigator work.  This would be on a trial basis for approximately 8 hours 

per week for a two month period of time.   Funds could be taken from a grant received 

earlier this month.  

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to authorize additional part-time hours in the 

police department as outlined above.  Motion failed 2 ayes 3 nayes.  (Porter, Fladten and 

Rollins voting naye.) 

 

Nathan Emmons appeared to update members of the city council on the status of the fund 

raising efforts for the police dog.Adequate funds have been raised to cover the cost of the  

police dog which we will be getting next month.  Training in St. Paul will commence  

in March. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Porter to approve the December 16, 2010 request from 

the Barron County Economic Development Corporation in which they are seeking a 

contribution from the City of Barron of $5,250.00.  Motion failed.  0 ayes 5 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve the following Resolution as 

recommended by the City Clerk: 

 

RESOLUTION  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO  

REDUCE THE NUMBER OF ELECTION OFFICIALS AT ANY ELECTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council is authorized under Section 7.30(1)(a) of the 

Wisconsin Statutes to reduce the number of election officials where voting machines are 

used; and 



 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is further authorized under Section 7.32 of the 

Wisconsin Statutes to reduce the number of election officials to three (3) completely at its 

discretion; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Common Council of the 

City of Barron shall allow the City Clerk to reduce the number of election officials to no 

less than three (3) as being necessary for any election. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                ___________________________   

                                                                Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

December 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 

present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony 

Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond, 

Don Peterson, Sharon Masek and Rita Sullivan. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

k. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of November 9, 2010 and the 

special session of November 16, 2010.  

 

l. Approval of the bills. 

 
m. Approval of the State/Municipal Agreement for a Highway Improvement Project 

on South Third Street between Portland Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue with 
100% of the costs borne by Federal/State funds. 



 
n. Approval of the amended by-laws for the Barron Maple Grove Fire Department. 

 

o. Approval of the recommendation from the Utility Commission and SEH and 

approve the low bid from Sam’s Well Drilling, Inc in the amount of $52,740.00 

for test well # 6. 

 
p.  Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to authorize the use 

of 
 the 2005 Ford Expedition for the K9 unit. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

 

Discussion took place on our 2011 insurance for worker’s compensation, auto, general 

liability, law enforcement, umbrella, equipment breakdown, public officials and crime.  

Estimated premiums were as follows:  Liberty Mutual $75,856.00 and League of 

Wisconsin Municipalities Insurance $80,684.00.  A hand-out from the League regarding 

assessability/best’s rating was reviewed.  The insurance committee is recommending the 

city renew with Liberty Mutual.  It was agreed by the council not to purchase an 

additional $1 million of public officials E&O for a premium of $1,308.00 from Liberty 

Mutual.  It was noted that dividends for worker’s comp. cannot be guaranteed by law. 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Porter to approve the 2011 proposal of insurance from 

Liberty Mutual.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.    

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve the recommendation of the Wage 

Negotiation Committee regarding the 2011 wages and benefits for non-union city/utility 

employees and grant the employees a wage increase of one-percent and increase the 

employee contribution towards health insurance by one-percent both effective January 1, 

2011.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 8 establishing 

the 2011 compensation for municipal employees.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not we want to prohibit recreational vehicles from 

parking on front lawns.  No action was taken on this matter. 

 

Discussion took place on the east/west alley between South 4
th

 Street & South 5
th

 Street 

and whether to make it a one-way alley to the west; sign the area near the Cupboard and 

Closet or leave it as is.  This matter will be acted upon at the January, 2011 meeting. 

 

Don Peterson appeared to discuss improvements to city owned parks including planting 

trees, removal of brush and debris along the Yellow River across from city hall south of 

USH 8.  It was noted that the ball field at Anderson Park needed improvements. 



Apparently, student groups from the school district are willing to assist with the clean up 

along the river.  Mr. Peterson indicated that the following individuals were willing to 

serve on a committee to prepare a long range plan for consideration by the council:  Rod 

Nordby, Mike Dietrich, Tyler Gruetzmacher, Larry Greener, Wil Schuettpelz and Don 

Peterson. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to adjourn into closed session at 8:30 p.m. as 

authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (e), deliberating or  negotiating the purchasing of 

public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 

business, whenever competitive or bargaining  reasons require a closed session.  Voting 

in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.  Voting against:  none.  

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The council returned to open session at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

It was agreed that the January city council session would take place on January 18, 2011. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:58 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                         _____________________________   

                                                                          Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 
 
Minutes of a special session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 
November 16, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 
present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Tony Allen and Bob 
Rollins.  Absent:  Mike Dietrich (arrived at 7:05 p.m).  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Rita 
Sullivan, Terry Sullivan, Kraig Klund, David Kimball and Eric Quade. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 
 
Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Roll was taken and a quorum was declared. 
 
Kraig Klund, P.E. with MEP Associates of Eau Claire appeared to discuss a proposed 32’ X 
174’ addition to the medical clinic.  This proposed addition would encroach 2’6” into the 
Woodland Avenue right-of-way.  Woodland Avenue has 66’ of right-of-way and the 
proposed addition would be built to within 11’2” of the back of the curb.  Woodland 
Avenue would remain as is.  Mr. Klund requested that the City of Barron vacate between 
3’ and 5’ of the southern right-of-way by 200’ wide to accommodate this addition. 
 



Mike Dietrich arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Discussion took place on the fact that this property is currently zoned R-1 Residential 
District and that it would more closely represent C-1 Commercial District. 
 
We will advertise for the vacation of the southern 5’ of Woodland Avnue. 
 
Moved by Porter, seconded by Allen to refer the vacation of the street and the zoning 
change to the Plan Commission for further review and a recommendation to the city 
council.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Mr. Klund will send a legal description of the property to be vacated to the city clerk for 
the legal notice. 
 
Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby to approve the recommendation of the utility 
commission regarding the November 4, 2010 proposed contract with SEH for services in 
connection with well # 6 in an amount not to exceed $107,700.00.  Motion carried 6 
ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Duly moved to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                              _________________________________   
                                                                               Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 
 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held November 9, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David 

Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins. 

Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Dave Hanson, Mike Freeman, Susan Wojtkiewicz 

and Sharon Masek. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink announced that we would conduct a public hearing on the proposed 2011 

City of Barron budget. 

 

All interested persons were invited to comment on the proposed 2011 City of Barron budget at 

this time.   No one from the public wished to speak on the proposed budget. 

 

Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer reported that the proposed tax levy as published in the 

official newspaper is 2.37% higher than the current year tax levy or $26,623.00.  Mayor Vruwink 



favored a 2% increase in the tax levy.  Discussion followed on whether we should adopt the 

proposed budget or we should reduce said budget.  Slagstad indicated that we could reduce the 

Street Commissioner budget by $9,200.00 because of health insurance being removed from the 

budget and we could add back $5,000.00 for new guns in the police budget.  This would reduce 

our tax levy by $4,200.00 and would result in an increase in the tax levy of 2% over this year’s 

tax levy.   

 

Mayor David Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to change the proposed budget as follows:  reduce the 

Street Commissioner budget by $9,200.00 and increase the police budget by $5,000.00 and  

approve the 2010 City of Barron Tax Levy as follows:  General Fund Tax Levy $804,299.00 and 

the Debt Service Tax Levy of $340,149.00 which result in total general fund expenditures of 

2,296,635.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 7, as follows: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2010 - # 7 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE NECESSARY FUNDS 

FOR THE OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT AND 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY OF BARRON, 

WISCONSIN FOR THE YEAR 2011 

 

The Common Council of the City of Barron do ordain as follows: 

 

SECTION I.  There is hereby appropriated out of the receipts of the City of Barron for 

the year 2011, including moneys received from the general property tax levy, to the 

various purposes set up in the budget presented herewith for the purpose therein stated, 

the following amounts: 

 

                                                                           AMOUNT                       TAX RATE 

 

STATE TAX                                                      $22,060.57                      .000166553 

 

COUNTY TAX                                                $600,699.59                      .004535178 

 

LOCAL TAX                                                $1,168,215.27                       .008819823                                                    

 

SCHOOL TAX                                              $1,618,952.43                      .012222810   

 

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL TAX                     $148,193.35                       .001118834                                                                   

 

TOTALS                                                       $3,558,121.21                       .026863198 

 

SECTION II.  There is hereby levied a tax of $3,558,121.21 upon all the taxable property 

within the City of Barron, as returned by the Assessor in the year 2010 for the uses and 

purposes set forth in said budget. 



 

SECTION III.  The City Clerk-Treasurer be and he is hereby authorized and directed 

to spread the said tax upon the current tax roll of the City of Barron. 

 

SECTION IV.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its’ 

passage and publication. 
 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

a.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of October 12, 2010. 
 

b.  Approval of the bills. 
 

c. Approval of the request from the Past Reflections Car Club for use of the city owned 
property at the north-east corner of USH 8 and North 18th Street on September 11, 2011 
for their annual car show and swap meet. 

 

d. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to send Mike Freeman, Assistant 
Chief of Police to the 2011 Law Enforcement Management Conference in Superior on 
January 10-13, 2011. 

 

e. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to send Byron Miller, Chief of Police 
to the 2011 Chief’s of Police Association/Fourth Class City’s, Villages & Townships mid-
winter training conference in Wisconsin Dells on January 30, 2011 – February 2, 2011. 
 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Susan Wojtkiewicz, P.E. with SEH appeared to explain the proposed agreement between the City 

of Barron and West Cap for the need for a site for well # 6; easements in connection with the well 

site and an easement to loop an existing water main across their property.  The agreement was 

reviewed last evening by the utility commission and they are recommending approval by the city 

council. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the agreement with West Cap and to authorize 

Mayor David Vruwink to sign said agreement on behalf of the City of Barron.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Dietrich to approve the proposal dated November 2, 2010 with 

SEH to prepare a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Facilities grant 

application for the replacement of well # 5.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Dietrich to approve the following Resolution: 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION 
Authorizing Submission of a CDBG Application 

 



Relating to the City of Barron participation in the Community Development Block Grant 

program. 

 

WHEREAS, Federal monies are available under the Community Development Block Grant 

program, administered by the State of Wisconsin, Department of Commerce (Commerce), for the 

purpose of the provision or improvement of public facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, after public meeting and due consideration, the City Council has recommended that 

an application be submitted to Commerce for the following project(s):  
 
Construction of a new well and water mains and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City Council, to approve the preparation and filing of an 

application for the City to receive funds from this program; and   

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the need for the proposed project(s) and the benefit(s) 

to be gained there from; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council does hereby approve and 

authorize the preparation and filing of an application for the above-named project(s); and that 

the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of the City; and that 

authority is hereby granted to the City Council to take the necessary steps to prepare and file 

the appropriate application for funds under this program in accordance with this resolution. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Reports of committee meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Bob Rollins and Ron Fladten will both serve on the 2011 Wage Negotiation Committee. 

 

Tony Slagstad mentioned two upcoming public hearings.  The first one is scheduled for 

Thursday, November 11
th
 at 5:00 p.m. at city hall for the purpose of receiving public comment(s) 

on our CDBG grant for a new well and associated equipment.  The second public hearing is 

scheduled for Wednesday, November 17
th
 at 4:30 p.m. at city hall on the 7

th
 Street CDBG blight 

elimination and Brownfield Remediation grant program. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          ____________________________   

                                                                          Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held October 

12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and 



Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond, Sharon 

Masek, Ron Vermeland and Eric Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of September 14, 2010. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 

c. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to hire Trevor Peterson as an 

occasional police officer. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Earlier this evening the Extraterritorial Zoning Committee met and conducted a public 

hearing on the rezoning request of the Foursquare Gospel Church.  The committee 

recommended approval of the rezoning request. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Dietrich to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 6 as follows:        

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby to authorize Mayor Vruwink and City Clerk-

Treasurer Slagstad to sign the developer’s agreement between the City of Barron and 

Frances & Kolleen Felber.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Ron Vermeland, 380 Taylor Avenue appeared to express his concern over how a 

neighbor recently installed his fence.  The building inspector will inspect the fence. 

Mr. Vermeland also commented about the same neighbor parking his vehicle(s) on city or 

railroad property south of East River Avenue.   

 

The preliminary draft of the 2011 City of Barron budget was reviewed at this time. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:05 p.m. 

 



 

 

 

                                                                   ___________________________   

                                                                    Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held 

September 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council 

members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Tony Allen 

and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  Mike Dietrich (arrived at 7:25 p.m.).  Others present: 

Gerald Liden, Ray Parr, Teresa Anderson, Roccy Raymond, Joe Jacobs, Eric Quade and  

Donald Peterson, 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

 Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

a. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of August 10, 2010. 

 

b. Approval of the bills. 

 
c. Approval of the appointment of Kris Wells as Airport Manager. 

 
d. Authorize Byron Miller, Chief of Police to be the authorized signer on the USDA 

Rural Development Grant application for the police department. 
 

e. Approval of change order # 2 to A-1 Excavating on the 7th Street project in the 
amount of $2,400.35 for additional thickness of concrete on 
sidewalks/driveways. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to approve payment of $2,775.00 to the Barron 
Development Corporation for pamphlets promoting the City of Barron.  Motion carried 
5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Voting in favor of the consent agenda:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Allen and Rollins. 
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 
 



Moved by Porter, seconded by Fladten to discuss Ordinance No. 2010 - # 5 which would 
limit the number of garage sales to four per year for a total of not more than twelve 
days. 
 
Discussion followed on the proposed Ordinance and what limits, if any, should be placed 
on the number of sales per year and the total number of days. 
 
Mike Dietrich arrived at 7:25 p.m. 
 
A roll call vote on Ordinance No. 2010 - # 5 with a limit of four garage sales per year 
resulted as follows:  Voting in favor:  Fladten.  Voting against:  Nordby, Porter, Dietrich, 
Allen and Rollins.  Motion failed one aye five nayes. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 5, as follows” 
   

 

 

Ordinance No. 2010 #  5 

 

An Ordinance regulating occasional retail sales within the City of Barron, Wisconsin. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Barron do ordain as follows: 

 

Chapter 7 of Title 11 Titled “Occasional Retail Sales” located within the city limits of 

Barron, Wisconsin as presently located and hereafter created from time to time. 

 

Section 7-1-11. It shall be illegal to conduct any retail sales of goods, including, but not 

limited to Garage Sales, from any area located within the City of Barron or within its 

extra territorial jurisdiction zoned for residential use, except as provided below: 

 

 1. This ordinance shall not apply to sales by any person, persons or 

organizations permitted by the City Council to conduct special events which include 

occasional retail sales of food, beverages or entertainment.  

 

 2. This ordinance shall not apply to occasional retail sales by residences 

which conduct no more than three sales in any calendar year for a total of not more than 

nine days, absent change in real estate ownership or tenancy. No sale may last more than 

three consecutive days. Promptly at the conclusion of any garage sale, all remaining 

personal property shall be returned to and stored within the permanent structures on the 

premises.  

 

Section 7-2-11 Compliance with Applicable Laws: 

 

All permitted sales shall comply with existing federal, state and local ordinances relating 

to consumer product safety, including amendments thereto and including all future rules 

regulations and law hereafter enacted applicable to the same.  



 

Section 7-3-11 Violation Deemed to be a Nuisance: 

 

Any violation of this ordinance shall be deemed to be a nuisance under the provisions of 

Chapter 6 of the City Code of Ordinances relating to public nuisances. 

 

Section 7-4-11 Penalties: 

 

Any violation of this ordinance shall be as set forth in Section 1-1-7 of the City Code of 

Ordinances entitled “General Penalty”. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as provided by law. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  Fladten.  Motion carried 5 ayes 1 naye. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to authorize VFW Post 8338 to hold an outdoor 

dance and to allow the consumption of alcoholic beverages in their parking lot on 

September 17, 2010 from 8:00 p.m. to midnight.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to approve the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION  
TO AUTHORIZE AMENDMENTS IN THE 2010 CITY OF BARRON BUDGET  

PURSUANT TO SECTION 65.90 (5) (a) OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES 

 

WHEREAS, on an annual basis the City of Barron must adopt a budget reflecting 

proposed revenues and expenditures for the forthcoming year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the annual budget is based upon estimates of revenues and expenditures; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City budgets through use of line item appropriations for its activities; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, line item transfers are sometimes needed during the calendar year to 

provide funding the actual level of expenditures with some budget appropriations being 

too large and others too small; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 65.90 (5) (a) of the Wisconsin Statutes provides for amending the 

budget through transfers among the various appropriations set forth in the budget by 

means of the adoption of a resolution for such purposes adopted by a two-third vote of 

the entire membership of the City Council; and 

 



WHEREAS, there being adequate funds available within the 2010 budget to facilitate the 

proposed line item transfers to provide appropriations for the expected level of 

expenditures; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF BARRON, that in accord with Section 65.90 (5) (a) of the Wisconsin Statutes, 

the following described line item transfers in the 2010 city budget be are hereby 

authorized: 

 

                     TRANSFER FROM                                     TRANSFER TO  

 

        Undesignated Fund Balance       $140,000.00       Streets – Blacktop   $140,000.00 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to make said 

transfers and to publish a Class 1 Notice of this Resolution under Chapter 985 of the 

Wisconsin Statutes within ten (10) days after the date of the adoption hereof. 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.                                        

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich not to accept the offer to purchase the Gene & 

Joyce Anderson property located at 796 East Birch Avenue @ Barron.  Motion carried 6 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on what groups, individuals, etc. could use the park area in front of 

city hall.  City hall staff will keep a log of who uses the park area in front of city hall. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins that groups and individuals using the park area in 

front of city hall obtain permission from the city council.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Don Peterson appeared and updated members of the city council on the leftover funds 

from the Sesquicentennial Celebration held earlier this year.   

 

Discussion followed on the timetable for the construction of a new park shelter in 

Anderson Park.  Currently, there is not sufficient funds left over from the 

Sesquicentennial Celebration to pay for a new shelter.  Funds could be budgeted at the 

annual 2011 budget hearing later this year for completion of the project next year. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Fladten to removed the existing shelter in Anderson Park 

this fall and put in the sand lift this fall.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to approve the Police Committee recommendation 

and purchase a Chevy Tahoe from Swant Graber Motors for $28,907.00 plus the 

additional lights, console, cage and other equipment at an estimated cost of $5,000.00. 

Motion carried 4 ayes 2 nayes.  (Porter and Rollins voting naye.) 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 



Duly moved to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 

 

                                                                   Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held August 

10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  

Absent:  John Porter.  Others present:  Dave Hanson, Byron Miller, Mike Freeman, Dave 

Rasmussen, Roccy Raymond, Eric Quade, Susan Hellmann, Ray Hellmann & Tom 

Jackson. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

f. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of July 13, 2010. 

 

g. Approval of the bills. 

 

      c.   Approval of the request by Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer to attend the fall 

            conference of the Municipal Treasurer’s of Wisconsin in Cable on 

            September 23 – 24, 2010. 

 

      d.   Authorize interested city officials to attend the annual League of Wisconsin  

             annual conference in Middleton on October 13-15, 2010. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Dave Rasmussen, Sr. Planner with MSA Professional Services appeared to request 

approval of a change order to  A-1 Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $17,014.33 for the 

7
th

 Street project.   The change order included paying the contractor for final quantities 

and a couple of additional items which were requested by the city. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve change order # 1 to A-1 Excavating, 

Inc. as recommended by Dave Rasmussen and outlined above.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

Roccy Raymond, City Engineer appeared to discuss what project the City of Barron is 

interested in with the estimated leftover “Obey” funds of approximately $300,000.00. 



Wisconsin Department of Transportation officials have indicated that the City of Barron 

is allowed to use any unused “Obey” funds for another street/utility project, subject to 

meeting state guidelines for plans and specs.  City officials have indicated that South 

Third Street from Portland Avenue south to Wisconsin Avenue would be a good project 

due to the fact that the street has no storm sewer and that the water main is in need of a 

larger main.   SEH will be doing a preliminary cost estimate for consideration by the city 

council at their next meeting as the DOT would like to know our project within the next 

30 days. 

 

Discussion took place on the August 10, 2010 proposal from the Barron County Highway 

Department for paving LaSalle Avenue from 1
st
 Street to 2

nd
 Street and 7

th
 Street to 14

th
 

Street at an estimated cost of $149,465.50.  If approved, the city will be billed for all 

actual cost of labor, equipment and material to complete the project. 

 

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to approve the August 10, 2010 price quote from 

the Barron County Highway Department as outlined above.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

Susan & Raymond Hellmann, 1630 Riverview Drive and Tom Jackson, 49 South 1
st
 

Street appeared to comment on the garage sale Ordinance which would limit the number 

of garage sales that could be held on an annual basis.  The proposed Ordinance would 

permit three sales per year for a total of not more than nine days.  No sale may last more 

than three consecutive days.  Promptly at the conclusion of any garage sale, all remaining 

personal property shall be returned to and stored within the permanent structures on the 

premises.   The Hellmann’s prefer four or five sales per year rather than three sales as 

proposed.   

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby to table the Ordinance dealing with garage sales 

and refer it to the Codes & Ordinances Review Committee for further study.   Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Allen to approve the recommendation of the Police 

Committee and authorize sending all six of our full-time police officers to a Street 

Survival Seminar September 15-16, 2010 in Bloomington, Minnesota.  Motion carried 5 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the future of our existing dog pound located at the former street 

shop on South 14
th

 Street in the event this building is sold to Luther Midelfort Northland. 

Byron Miller, Chief of Police suggested taking the dogs that are caught running loose 

directly to the Humane Society where the owner would be responsible for any fees before 

reclaiming their dog.  Discussion took place about using the “Menards” building south of 

our existing street department shop for a dog pound in the event that Luther Midelfort 

Northland purchases the existing dog pound building on South 14
th

 Street.  Discussion 

took place about charging a boarding fee to the owners of dogs running loose that are 

captured and put in the dog pound with said fees going towards our K-9 project. 

 



Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to establish a dog boarding fee of $25.00 with 

said fees going towards our K-9 project.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the request from VFW Post 8338 to hold an outdoor dance on 

either September 18, 2010 or September 25, 2010 and to allow the consumption of 

alcoholic beverages in their parking lot.  Some of the proceeds will be given to the City 

of Barron K-9 program.   In addition, it is expected that a tent will be used and that 

adequate security will be provided. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to authorize the VFW Post 8338 to consume 

alcoholic beverages in their parking lot from 8:00 a.m. to midnight on either September 

18, 2010 or September 25, 2010.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

It was noted that the airport committee will be meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

August 18, 2010 with interested persons wishing to make a proposal to trim/remove trees 

on the west end of the existing airport runway. 

 

Mayor Vruwink indicated that Luther Midelfort Northland was given a copy of the 

appraisal for the sale of some land and buildings at the former city street shop located on 

South 14
th

 Street.  Apparently, they are working with a consultant to determine how 

many parking spots they could make on this site.      

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         ______________________________   

                                                                          Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held July 13, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich and Bob Rollins. 

Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond, Byron Miller, Nathan 

Emmons, Tony Allen, Keith Kappel, Sharon Millermon and Eric Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 



 

h. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of June 8, 2010. 

 

i. Approval of the bills. 

 

j. Write off the following uncollectible personal property taxes:   

2007 – American Management Services $41.14 & Inergy Propane, Inc. $6.92. 

2008 – American Management Services $64.46; BP Cellular, Inc. $134.33; 

            The Clubhouse $134.33, Indian Johns $111.59 & Safari Cuisine $67.17. 

      2009 – BP Cellular, Inc. $118.17; The Clubhouse $141.80 & JER Inv. $7.65. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

A proposed Ordinance establishing a limit of three garage sales per year on your own 

premises was reviewed.   It was suggested that the Codes & Ordinances Review 

Committee meet and review what other communities have in their Ordinances for garage 

sales and bring back a recommendation to the city council for approval at a later date. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Fladten to refer the proposed Ordinance to the Codes & 

Ordinances Review Committee for their recommendation.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

Byron Miller, Chief of Police and Nathan Emmons, Patrolman appeared to discuss the 

purchase of a police dog.   Related expenses would be covered by grants and private 

donations.  Mr. Emmons would be the dog handler.  Previously, the Police Committee 

recommended that the city council authorize pursuing the purchase of a police dog, 

subject to raising sufficient monies to fund the associated expenses for the police dog. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to proceed with fund raising efforts for the 

purchase of a police dog as discussed this evening.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten to approve the recommendation of the Barron 

Maple Grove Fire Board relative to the purchase of a new brush truck from Swant Graber 

Ford at a cost of $25,681.50 with payment from the sale of an the existing brush truck 

and from some estate money the department is receiving.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

It was noted that the City of Barron will advance funds for payment of the new brush 

truck until such other funds become available. 

 

Sharon Millermon, candidate for the office of Barron County Clerk of Court appeared to 

introduce herself to members of the city council. 

 

Anthony Allen, Keith Kappel and William Mueller had all expressed interest in the 

opening for the At Large # 1 position on the city council due to the recent resignation of 

Dan Wenger. 



 

Mr. Allen and Mr. Kappel appeared before the members of the common council and gave 

some brief remarks as well as answered questions from the council.  Mr. Mueller had a 

conflict and was unable to be present. 

  

At this time Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer distributed a ballot to each member of 

the city council in which they voted for their preferred candidate.  The results of the 

ballot were as follows:  Anthony Allen – 3 votes; Keith Kappel – 2 votes and William 

Mueller – 0 votes. 

 

At this time Anthony Allen was given the oath of office by Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-

Treasurer and Mr. Allen assumed the duties of the At Large # 1 position on the city 

council and joined in the meeting. 

 

Mayor Vruwink indicated that Anthony Allen would assume the same committees that 

Dan Wenger served on. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Dietrich to table action this evening on the Development 

Agreement between the City of Barron and Frances Felber.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink acknowledged the two flag deposit holders constructed by Levi Stephens 

as part of his Eagle Scout project.   There is a flag deposit holder at the library and 

another one in the lobby of city hall. 

 

Discussion took place on the directive from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

Bureau of Aeronautics that the City needs to trim certain trees adjacent to the west end of 

the airport runway.  Discussion followed on who will pay the cost of trimming said trees.   

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby that the city pay the costs of trimming/removal 

of trees adjacent to the west end of our airport runway.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

 

Mayor Vruwink updated members of the common council on the activities planned for 

the Sesquicentennial Celebration. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Roccy Raymond, City Engineer updated members of the common council on the 

problems associated with well # 5.   D.N.R. has granted SEH an extension until July 31, 

2010 to submit a work plan for their consideration and approval.  Additional monitoring 

wells will need to be installed on the golf course later this year to monitor the 

groundwater at our former sanitary landfill. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 

 



 

                                                                             _________________________   

                                                                              Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held June 8, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Dan Wenger and 

Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Dave Rasmussen, Jeff 

French, Byron Miller, Mike Romsos, Susan Wojtkiewicz and Holly Johnson. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Wenger to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

k. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of May 11, 2010. 

 

l. Approval of the bills. 

 

      c.   Approval of the Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Barron and Barron 

            County. 

 

      d.   Approval of the Identity Theft Policy.  

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Wenger and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Wenger to approve the recommendation of the Plan 

Commission and adopt the following Resolution: 

 
Adopting Project Plan for Tax Increment 

Financing District #5, City of Barron 

WHEREAS, the City of Barron intends to promote commercial development for the 
purpose of stabilizing and expanding the community's economic base; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Legislature has established legislation allowing municipalities 
to create Tax Increment Financing Districts to encourage development by allowing 
municipalities to recover associated project costs before overlying taxing jurisdictions 
benefit from the additional values created; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission has prepared and adopted a Project Plan 
which has the purpose of stimulating redevelopment and encouraging growth and 
development of the City; and 



 
WHEREAS, said Project Plan specifies the kind, number and location of all proposed 
public improvements and contains a detailed listing of estimated project costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been demonstrated in said Project Plan that the creation and 
operation of a Tax Increment Financing District is economically feasible and is in 
conformity with the City’s comprehensive plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, included in the Project Plan is a description of the methods of financing all 
estimated project costs and the time when costs or monetary obligations related thereto 
may be incurred; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Project Plan also includes appropriate maps showing existing uses and 
conditions of real property in the District, as well as proposed improvements and land 
uses in the District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Project Plan demonstrates that the creation and operation of the District 
will promote the orderly development of the City of Barron; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission has conducted a public hearing at which 
interested parties were afforded an opportunity to express their views on the proposed 
Project Plan and the creation of said District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Barron has complied with all provisions of Wisconsin Statutes 
66.1105 and other relevant laws in the preparation of the Project Plan and the creation 
of the District and said plan includes an attorney's opinion stating that the plan is 
complete and complies with this section. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Barron hereby adopts the 
Project Plan for Tax Increment Financing District #5; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Barron intends to implement the various 
provisions of the Project Plan based on a periodic review of said plan; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Barron intends to comply with all relevant 
laws pertaining to the implementation of said plan, including the completion of required 
audits, the publication of annual reports, and necessary cooperation with the Department 
of Revenue. 
 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the following Resolution: 

 
Creating Tax Increment Financing District #5 

City of Barron 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Barron has adopted a resolution adopting the Project 
Plan for Tax Increment Financing District #5; and 
 
WHEREAS, the boundaries for Tax Increment Financing District #5 have been defined 
by the Barron Plan Commission and a description of said boundaries is: 



 
Starting at a point where the west right-of-way (ROW) line of 18

th
 Street intersects with 

the south ROW line of US Highway 8, this being the point of beginning; thence south 
417.0 feet; thence westerly 660.8 feet; thence south 112.4 feet; thence westerly 199.6 
feet; thence north 116.0 feet; thence west 150.0 feet; thence south 146.0 feet; thence 
west 184.3 feet; thence south 371.1 feet to the north bank of the Yellow River; thence 
westerly approximately 487.0 feet along said north bank; thence north approximately 
1,080.0 feet to the north ROW line of USH 8; thence west 391.3 feet along said ROW 
line; thence north 17.0 feet; thence west 358.5 feet to the east bank of the Yellow River; 
thence northerly approximately 462.0 feet along said east bank to the south ROW line of 
the railroad; thence easterly 2,554.3 feet along said railroad ROW to the east ROW line 
of 18

th
 Street; thence south 750.0 feet along said ROW line; thence west 66.0 feet to the 

point of beginning and excepting all wetlands 

and, 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that not less than fifty percent of the land area within 
the boundaries of said Tax Increment Financing District is suitable for “mixed-use 
development”  within the meaning of Wisconsin Statutes 66.1105(2)(cm); and 
 
WHEREAS, the boundaries of Tax Increment Financing District #5 includes only those 
whole units of property as are assessed for general property tax purposes and the 
aggregate value of equalized taxable property of said District and all other Districts does 
not exceed twelve percent of the total value of equalized taxable property within the City 
of Barron; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the desired development would not occur but 
for the use of tax increment financing and that improvement of said property is likely to 
enhance significantly the value of substantially all of the other real property in said 
District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project plan is feasible and in conformity with the City’s comprehensive 
plan and that the project costs relate directly to promote mixed-use development within 
the District; and 
 
WHEREAS, newly platted residential development does not exceed 35%, by area, of the 
real property within the District as indicated in the Project Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, if cost related to newly platted residential development is incurred, the 

development has: 

1) has a density of at least 3 units per acre, or, 
2) is located in a conservation subdivision as defined in WI Statutes 66.1027(1)(a), 

or, 
3) is located in a traditional neighborhood development as defined in WI Statutes 

66.1027(1)(c); and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to WI Statutes 66.1105.(5)(b), it is estimated that 85% of the 
territory of Tax Increment Financing District #5 will be retail business at the end of the 
maximum expenditure period; and 
 



WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission has conducted a public hearing on the 
creation of Tax Increment Financing District #5 and on the Project Plan intended for use 
as a guide for development and expenditures in said Tax Increment District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Barron Plan Commission and the City Council have complied with all 
legal requirements pertaining to the preparation and adoption of a Project Plan and to 
the creation of Tax Increment Financing District #5. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Barron City Council creates by name 
Tax Increment Financing District #5 and declares the District to be a “mixed-use district” 
with an effective date of creation as June 8, 2010, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council intends to implement the various 
provisions of the Project Plan for Tax Increment Financing District #5 based on a 
periodic review of the provisions of said Project Plan; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Barron intends to comply with all relevant 
laws pertaining to the operation of the District, including the completion of required 
audits, the public of annual reports and necessary cooperation with the Department of 
Revenue. 
 
Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
CITY OF BARRON, WISCONSIN 

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO FILE APPLICATIONS FOR 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
STATE OF WISCONSIN SAFE DRINKING WATER FUND PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City of Barron, Wisconsin, a municipal corporation, to 
file several applications for state financial assistance for Water System Upgrades under 
the Wisconsin Safe Drinking Water Fund Program; 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to designate a representative for filing said applications; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Barron that the 
Mayor is hereby appointed as the authorized representative for the City of Barron for 
the purpose of filing these applications, and that the representative is further 
authorized and empowered to do all necessary things and take all necessary steps in 
connection with said applications. 
 
Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 
 
Moved by Wenger, seconded by Rollins to approve the recommendation from Teresa 
Anderson, Project Engineer with MSA Professional Services on the letter dated June 8, 



2010 and approve the bid of American Engineering Testing, Inc. in the amount of 
$4,814.00 for monitoring wells at the wastewater treatment facility.  Motion carried 6 
ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Jeff French, Barron County Administrator appeared and updated members of the 

city council on the proposed railroad improvements thru the City of Barron. 

 

Mike Romsos, Supervisor of the Wastewater Treatment Facility appeared to present the 

2009 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the following Resolution: 

 

COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE RESOLUTION 

 

       RESOLVED, that the City of Barron informs the Department of Natural Resources 

 

that the following actions were taken by the Common Council of the City of Barron at a 

 

regular session held on Tuesday, June 8, 2010: 

 

1. Reviewed the 2009 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report, 

 

and that no further recommendations are in order. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Susan Wojtkiewicz, P.E., Project Manager with SEH appeared to review a proposal dated 

June 8, 2010 for well # 5 investigation. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve the proposal dated June 8, 2010 for 

well # 5  investigation.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Holly Johnson appeared representing the Barron Chetek Youth Hockey Association to 

request a beer permit for their Konquer the Cage (mixed marshal arts) fight on September 

25, 2010.  In addition, they are requesting a permit for September 24, 2010.   Ms. 

Johnson was asked to provide the city with evidence of insurability, a copy of the 

contract with the company providing the entertainment and that the security people meet 

with our police department to coordinate security for the event. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten to approve the beer permit and allow beer sales 

as follows:  September 24, 2010 from 7:00 p.m. until 1:30 a.m. September 25, 2010 and 

on September 25, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. until 1:30 a.m. on September 26, 2010. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve all existing liquor and fermented 

malt beverage license renewals for the period July 1, 2010 thru June 30, 2011 as 

advertised in the local paper on May 26, 2010 and that further no outdoor consumption of 

alcoholic beverages be allowed  at this time.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 



 

Byron Miller, Chief of Police appeared and presented the 2009 annual report for the City 

of Barron police department. 

 

Moved by Wenger, seconded by Fladten to approve a beer permit for the 

Sesquicentennial celebration as follows:  Friday, July 30, 2010 from 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 

a.m. July 31, 2010 and July 31, 2010 from 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. August 1, 2010.  

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

There was no objection to reducing the annual membership at the outdoor swimming 

pool due to the fact that the pool won’t be opening as scheduled due to the sandblasting 

and painting not getting completed as originally planned.  There was no objection to pro-

rating the reduction in price based upon how many weeks late the pool opens this year. 

 

Discussion took place on how we want to proceed with the selection of an alderman to 

replace Dan Wenger who intends to resign effective June 30, 2010.   The city clerk was 

directed to advertise in the local paper that any interested party should submit a letter of 

qualification(s) to the Mayor no later than June 30, 2010.  It is anticipated that a new 

alderman will be selected at the July 13, 2010 meeting and be sworn in at that time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:12 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        __________________________   

                                                                           Tony Slagstad 

                                                                           City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held May 11, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich (arrived at 7:05 

p.m.), Dan Wenger and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Dave 

Rasmussen, Dan Thole & Eric Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Mayor David Vruwink started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Wenger to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 



m. Approval of the minutes of the regular session of April 13, 2010 and the Re-

Organizational session of April 20, 2010. 

 

n. Approval of the bills. 

 

o. Approval of the following employees at the outdoor swimming pool:  Katie 

Hanson-Mizer (pool director/mgr.); Jena Hammann (assistant director/mgr); 

Sara Kolpack; Emma Babler; Brendon Miller; Emily Haugestuen; David Kaus; 

Jordyn Hover; Kyle Rose; Kayla Olson; Alicia Mizer; Katie Bjugstad and 

Lizzy Jutila. 

 

p. Approval of the recommendation of the Recreation Council and give employees 

of the outdoor swimming pool a wage increase of one-half of one percent (.5%). 

 

q. Approval of the recommendation of the Wayside Cemetery Board regarding the 

price for grave spaces; grave opening fees; burial of cremains and newborn 

grave openings. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Fladten, Dietrich, Wenger and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Bids for the 7
th

 Street re-construction project were presented as follows: 

 

        1.  A-1 Excavating, Inc.                  $207,902.40 

        2.  Pember Companies, Inc.            $217,180.80 

        3.  Haas Sons, Inc.                          $238,472.15 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Porter to approve the low bid of A-1 Excavating, Inc. in 

the amount of $207,902.40 as recommended by letter dated May 11, 2010 from Teresa 

Anderson of MSA Professional Services.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Wenger to approve the proposal dated May 10, 2010 from 

Monarch Paving Company in the amount of $55.71 per ton as part of the West Franklin 

Avenue TRIP blacktop project as recommended by the Street Committee.   Motion 

carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Rollins to approve the proposal dated May 9, 2010 from 

the Barron County Highway Department in the estimated amount of  $78,220.00 for 

blacktopping of certain city streets and a parking lot as recommended by the Street 

Committee.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Chipseal bids/quotes of various city streets were presented as follows: 

 

       1.  Barron County Highway Department                   $1.21 per square yard 

       2.  Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc.                                $1.249 per square yard 

       3.  Scott Construction, Inc.                                         $1.35 per square yard 



 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Fladten to approve the quote dated May 10, 2010 from the 

Barron County Highway Department for chipseal of certain city streets in the amount of 

$1.21 per square yard as recommended by the Street Committee.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 

nayes. 

 

No action was taken this evening on the recommendation of the Plan Commission 

regarding the Adoption of the Project Plan for Tax Increment Financing District # 5 due 

to the fact that not enough time had elapsed since the Plan Commission meeting. This 

recommendation will be considered at the June 8, 2010 city council meeting.      

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Wenger to approve the bid/quote for a John Deere pug 

from Tractor Central (formerly Kohel Equipment) in the amount of $9,256.93, subject to 

approval by the Town of Barron and Town of Maple Grove Boards and if approved each 

municipality would pay $3,085.64.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

John Porter and Mike Dietrich agreed to serve on a committee to work with Cedar 

Corporation on the final design of LaSalle Avenue.  

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Dan Thole, C.P.A. with Larson Allen, LLP appeared and presented the 2009 audit report 

for the City of Barron.     

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                           ____________________________   

                                                                             Tony Slagstad 

                                                                             City Clerk  

 

 

Minutes of the Re-Organizational session of the Common Council of the City of Barron 

held 

April 20, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members 

present: 

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Ron Fladten, Dan Wenger and Bob Rollins.  

Absent:  

Mike Dietrich.  Others present:  Gerald Liden and Nicholas Dzubay. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Roll was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 



Moved by Wenger, seconded by Fladten to approve Mayor Vruwink’s Standing and 

Special  

Committees as follows: 

 
                COMMITTEES 2010   

       

STANDING COMMITTEES      

       

STREET  POLICE  AIRPORT   

       

John Porter  Rod Nordby  Rod Nordby   

Bob Rollins  Mike Dietrich  Ron Fladten   

Ron Fladten  Dan Wenger  Mark Zimmer   

       
Building/Property/Par
k  INSURANCE     

       

Rod Nordby  David Vruwink     

John Porter  Dan Wenger     

Bob Rollins  Ron Fladten     

       

       

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:      

       

Cemetery Board   H. Gale Wells, James Rausch, David Steel   

Street Commissioner David Hanson     

Chief of Police  Byron Miller Jr.     

City Attorney  Gerald Liden     

Weed Commissioner David Hanson     

City Engineer  Roccy Raymond     

Civil Defense Director Byron Miller Jr.     

Official Banks  Sterling Bank, First National Bank, Bank Mutual &  

  
     Pooled Investment 
Fund    

Official Newspaper  
Barron County 
NewsShield    

City Assessor  Lynette Heffner     

Health Officer  Shirley Frovold     

City Plan Commission David Vruwink  Nancy Kasper  2011 

  John Porter  Wendell McDonough 2012 

  Mike Dietrich  Roberta Mosentine 2013 

  Roccy Raymond      

       

Board of Health  David Vruwink, Chairman    

  Shirley Frovold, Health Officer   

  Vacancy     

       

Barron Area Community Center - Dan Wenger & Bob Rollins   

       

BACC Maintenance Committee - Dan Wenger & Bob Rollins   

       



Forester - David Hanson      

       

Barron Golf Club, Inc. - John Porter & Mike Dietrich    

       

Diversity Council - David Vruwink     

       

Barron Maple-Grove Fire Department - John Porter    

       

Highway 8 Coalition - David Vruwink     

       

Chamber of Commerce - Rod Nordby     

       

Barron Cty. Economic Development - Bruce Rasmussen   

 
Senior Citizens Center Committee – John Porter and Ron Fladten  
       

Library Board Ken Mosentine 2011 Heidi Olson 2012 

  Jane Whaley 2011 Monti Hallberg 2013 

  Barbara Zabka 2011 Dan Wenger 2013 

  Janet Espeseth 2012   

       

Board of Appeals-3 year terms -  Herbert Brown 2011 

    John Kirk  2011 

    Leonard Splett 2011 

    David Usgaard 2012 

    Dennis Olson 2013 

    Val Gieseke, Alternate  

    Vacancy, Alternate  

       

Board of Review-3 year terms -  Alan Zabka 2011 

    Leonard Splett 2011 

    Harold Thorson 2012 

    Byron Dodge 2013 

    Richard Petri 2013 

       

Extra-Territorial Zoning Committee -  David Vruwink  

    John Porter  

    Mike Dietrich  

    Barron Town Board Members 

       

Utility Commissioners-3 year terms- Robert Missling 2011 

    Robert Oman 2011 

    Marvin Amundson 2012 

    Randy Severson 2012 

    Gerald Johnson 2013 

       

Housing Authority Commissioners-3 year terms-   

    Sylvia Olson 2011 

    Gerald Johnson 2011 

    Joyce Myers 2012 



    Alan Zabka 2012 

    Maurice Heil 2013 

       

Codes & Ordinances Review Committee-    

    Roccy Raymond Dan Pond 

    Ellis Moe  Maurice Heil 

    Mike Dietrich  

Recreation Council-3 year terms-    

       

 Steven Hover 2011  Jim Kittleson 2013 

 
Carissa 
Cutsforth 2012  Rod Nordby        2013 

 Shana Klimek 2012  Bruce Severude 2013 

 Mike Dietrich 2012    

 

Motion carried 4 ayes 1 naye.  (Rollins voting naye). 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Wenger to nominate John Porter to be the President of 

the Common Council 

of the City of Barron and to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Mr. 

Porter.  Motion carried 

4 aye 0 nayes.  (Porter abstained). 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Nordby to approve the proposal dated April 15, 2010 from 

Rick Miller d/b/a Cornerstone Concrete, Inc. for 2010 concrete work.  Motion carried 5 

ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Wenger, seconded by Rollins to reject the crack sealing proposal dated April 

14, 2010 from American 

Pavement Solutions because we awarded a contract to Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc. last 

week.  Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Fladten to contribute $2,000.00 to the Barron 

Development Corporation for 

the brochure project.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

There was no objection to hiring Brandon Johns for seasonal work in the cemetery as he 

worked for the city before. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 6:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    __________________________   

                                                                                      Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 



 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held April 13, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  

David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Dan Wenger and Bob 

Rollins.  Absent:  Mike Dietrich (arrived at 7:20 p.m.).  Others present:  Gerald Liden, 

Ron Fladten, Roccy Raymond, Rita Sullivan, Dave Rasmussen and Eric Quade.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Wenger to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

 a.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of March 9, 2010. 

 

       b.  Approval of the bills. 

 

      c.   Approval of the proposal dated March 19, 2010 from Fahrner Asphalt Sealers,  

            Inc., as follows:  repaint all lines and markings on City streets $19,140.00 and 

            crack seal of streets $1.35 per pound. 

 

      d.   Approval of the recommendation of the Recreation Council and leave the outdoor 

            swimming pool fees the same as the 2009 fees. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Wenger and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Rita Sullivan, Administrator of Luther Midelfort Northland appeared to discuss acquiring 

some property at the former street shop located on South 14
th

 Street.   This property 

would be used to house some of their equipment in the former street shop as well as use 

the property for employee parking.  There will be an emergency department addition next 

year and tentatively a clinic addition in 2012. 

 

Mike Dietrich arrived at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay that the property committee and Gerald Liden, 

City Attorney negotiate with Luther Midelfort Northland a sale of a portion of the former 

street shop property located on South 14
th

 Street, subject to final approval by the City 

Council.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Wenger to authorize Luther Midelfort Northland to erect 

a sign on city owned property across LaSalle Avenue from City Hall adjacent to the 

Yellow River and USH 8.   Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 



 

Dave Rasmussen, Sr. Planner with MSA Professional Services appeared to discuss our 7
th

 

Street reconstruction project and whether or not we want to pre-qualify bidders. 

 

Moved by Wenger, seconded by Porter to authorize an additional $900.00 to MSA 

Professional Services for pre-qualifying bidders on our 7
th

 Street reconstruction project. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to authorize MSA Professional Services to go 

out for bids on our 7
th

 Street reconstruction project.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Porter, seconded by Rollins to authorize MSA Professional Services to 

proceed with creation of TIF District # 5 rather than amending TIF District # 2 as 

recommended by the Plan Commission.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Rollins to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 4, as follows: 

 

Ordinance No. 2010- # 4 

 

An Ordinance to Amend the Issuance of Dog Licenses in the City of Barron, Wisconsin, 

as set forth in Title 7 of the City Code titled Licensing and Regulation, Chapter I Section 

7-1-4 

 

The Common Council of the City of Barron do ordain as follows: 

 

Pursuant to Section 174.065 of the Wisconsin Statutes said Section 7-1-4 is amended to 

create the following provision: 

 

 The Barron County Humane Society is hereby authorized to voluntarily issue dog 

licenses for the City of Barron, Wisconsin and to collect and remit license fees as are set 

from time to time as provided by law for any dog under its jurisdiction.  

 

This ordinance shall take effect the day after passage and publication as provided by law. 

 

Adopted by the Common Council of the City of Barron this 13
th

 day of April, 2010. 

 

Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discuss the e-mail from Gary Dikkers of the DOT regarding trees that need to be  

cut on the west end of our airport.   Mark Servi, Barron County Highway Commissioner 

will be contacted to determine whether or not they have survey equipment to assist us in 

determining what needs to be cut to get in compliance with airport regulations.   

 

Moved by Wenger, seconded by Porter to approve the following Proclamation honoring 

Nicholas Dzubay: 



 

PROCLAMATION HONORING 

NICHOLAS DZUBAY 

 

       WHEREAS, Nicholas Dzubay has served the City of Barron, Wisconsin as an 

Alderman since August 12, 1997, and 

 

       WHEREAS, during his many years of service he has been diligent in attendance, 

wise in counsel, dedicated to the Citizens of Barron, and very active in diverse areas of 

citywide concern particularly the Barron Area Community Center and Rolling Oaks 

Golf Course, and 

 

       WHEREAS, such service merits special recognition, 

 

       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

       Nicholas Dzubay is commended for his many contributions to the City of Barron 

as an Alderman who served effectively with diligence, friendliness, good humor and 

dedication. 

 

       Adopted this 13
th

 day of April, 2010, by the Common Council of the City of Barron, 

Wisconsin. 

 

Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.  (Dzubay abstained). 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

It was agreed to conduct the Re-Organizational Council meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

April 20, 2010. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      _________________________   

                                                                                        Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held March 9, 

2010 in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, 

Rod Nordby, John Porter, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Dan Wenger and Bob 

Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Roccy Raymond,  Ron Fladten, 

Eric Quade, Ken Near and Donald Peterson. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 



 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.   

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to approve the consent agenda, as follows: 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

 a.  Approval of the minutes of the regular session of February 16, 2010. 

 

       b.  Approval of the bills. 

 

      c.   Approval to send Ron Fladten to Eau Claire on April 30, 2010 for the 2010 New  

            Municipal Officials Workshop sponsored by the League of Wisconsin             

            Municipalities. 

 

      d.   Appproval to send interested city officials to Eau Claire on April 29, 2010 for the  

            2010 Regional Dinner meetings sponsored by the League of Wisconsin 

            Municipalities. 

 

      e.   Approval to send interested city officials to the April 22, 2010 Barron County 

            Economic Development Corporation annual meeting at Turtleback in Rice Lake. 

 

      f.   Approval of the airport liability policy for the period March 16, 2010 to March 

           16, 2011 in the amount of $1,541.00 thru the Erickson Agency. 

 

      g.  Approval to send Tony Slagstad to the Municipal Treasurer’s Spring Conference  

           in Middelton on April 29-30, 2010. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Porter, Dzubay, Dietrich, Wenger and Rollins. 

 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the purchase of a new carillon system to replace the one on the 

courthouse lawn.  If approved, this would be jointly paid by the city and at least one other 

interested party.  The Verdin Company submitted a proposal dated January 28, 2010 in 

the amount of $5,250.00.  In addition, the existing bell needs paint and other maintenance 

at an estimated cost of $1,250.00. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to approve the proposal from The Verdin 

Company in the amount of $5,250.00 and proceed with the project, including the 

restoration of the existing bell.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not the city council is interested in pursuing an 

amendment to TIF # 2 to include the former Lamperts property owned by Francis & 



Kolleen Felber.   It was suggested we should consider including other adjacent property if 

the amendment is approved. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Porter to approve the agreement dated March 9, 2010 

between the City of Barron and MSA Professional Services for the amendment to TIF # 2 

in the estimated amount of $6,000.00.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Donald Peterson appeared to discuss the replacement of the two shelters in Anderson 

Park.  Yesterday, the Park/Property Committee met and reviewed proposed shelters and  

it appears that the shelter on the island will be completed prior to the Sesquicentennial 

celebration in late July.  Some in-kind donations will be used on this shelter to keep costs 

down.  The other shelter won’t be built until later in the year once we know how much 

money is available to complete that shelter.  That shelter will include bathroom facilities, 

kitchen and a holding tank with an ejector pump. 

 

Discussion took place on whether or not the city is interested in selling or leasing the old 

street shop and some of the adjacent land to Luther Midelfort Northland.  The city would 

retain the tin shed and the land east of the shed and would have to retain access to the 

eastern portion of this land.  Mayor Vruwink will discuss this matter further with 

representative(s) of the hospital and report his findings at a future meeting. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Wenger to authorize the Barron County Humane Society 

permission to issue dog licenses at their location subject to a favorable ruling by the 

Barron County Corporation Council.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Porter to approve a $300.00 donation to the Post Prom 

2010 Committee. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Roccy Raymond, City Engineer reported that he recently met with some city officials to 

discuss a possible grant for transportation enhancement.  This item will be placed on a 

future agenda for consideration and action. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     ____________________________   

                                                                      Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held February 

16, 2010 in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  Council 

members present:  David Vruwink, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich, Dan Wenger and 



Bob Rollins.  Absent:  Rod Nordby (arrived at 7:18  p.m.) and John Porter.  Others 

present:  Gerald Liden, Mike Freeman, Nathan Emmons, Ken Near, James Swenson, 

Chris Fitzgerald, Richard Goff, Jr., Eric Zabel, Dan Zabel, John Zabel, David Crupi, 

Sandy Eiden, Mike Eiden, Don Peterson, Levi Stephens and Eric Quade. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Mayor Vruwink started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Dzubay to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

 a.  Approval of the minutes of the closed session of  December 2, 2009 and regular     

      session of January 12, 2010. 

 

       b.  Approval of the bills. 

 

      c.    Approval to carry-over $11,915.85 of unused police outlay funds from 2009 to   

             2010. 

 

      d.   Approval of the use of the property west of the cemetery for a Sesquicentennial 

            car show on July 31, 2010 sponsored by the Barron Kiwanis Club. 

 

       e.   Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to cancel the current back-up 

             service with Mosaic and switch to Amazon for our back-up. 

 

Voting in favor:  Dzubay, Dietrich, Wenger and Rollins. 

 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 ayes. 

 

James Swenson, owner of the Big House located at 48 South 5
th

 Street appeared to 

request an amendment to the existing Liquor Ordinance.  Recently, Mr. Swenson 

provided the city with a proposed Ordinance and he explained his reasons for said change 

to the Ordinance.  Chris Fitzgerald, Barron County Sheriff commented on the recent 

alcohol compliance checks within the City of Barron. 

 

Alderperson Nordby arrived at 7:18 p.m. 

 

Mayor Vruwink commented on the problems associated with underage drinking and 

particularly so within Barron County.  Mayor Vruwink referred the proposed Ordinance 

to the Codes and Ordinance Review Committee for their recommendation. 

 



Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the application of Eric M. Zabel for a 

retail “Class B” Combination Liquor and Fermented Malt Beverage License at Rhythm & 

Q, 439 North 7
th

 Street, David A. Crupi, Agent for the period February 16, 2010 thru 

June 30, 2010.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink announced that it was 7:30 p.m. and that it was time to conduct a public 

hearing on the rezoning request of Sandy & Mike Eiden for the property located at 11 

East LaSalle Avenue.   

 

Mayor Vruwink called the public hearing to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mike Eiden spoke in favor of the rezoning which would change the zoning from R-2 to 

R-3 Residential District.  Many years ago, the previous owner of the property converted 

this home to four dwelling units when it should have been limited to two dwelling units. 

 

No one else wished to speak for the rezoning and no one wished to speak against the 

rezoning. 

 

Mayor Vruwink closed the public hearing at 7:35 p.m. and called the meeting back into 

regular session. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Wenger to approve Ordinance No. 2010 - # 2 an 

Ordinance rezoning the Eiden property from R-2 to R-3 Residential District.  Motion 

carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mike Freeman, Assistant Chief of Police and Nathan Emmons, Patrolman appeared to 

discuss the request to purchase two computers and one tower at a cost of $2,505.45 as 

outlined in a quotation from Dell dated February 15, 2010.   The proposal and a summary 

of future computer needs for the police department as prepared by Mr. Emmons were 

reviewed.   Discussion followed whether to purchase two new computers or to repair the 

two computers which recently crashed. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the February 15, 2010 quotation 

from Dell at a cost of $2,505.45.  Motion carried 3 ayes 2 nayes.  (Wenger and Rollins 

voting naye). 

 

Don Peterson appeared and reported on the fund raising efforts for our Sesquicentennial 

celebration scheduled for July 29, 2010 thru August 1, 2010.   Revenues to date total 

approximately $165,000.00 compared to the goal of $225,000.00.   There were no 

objections voiced to the city allowing the Barron Area Community Center, Inc to have 

their one page ad in the booklet which will be printed later this year. 

 

Levi Stephens appeared to discuss his proposed Eagle Scout project which will consist of 

him building two drop boxes to gather old flags which will be properly disposed of by 

Troop 6.  Drop boxes will be located at the public library and the city hall. 

 



Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dietrich to endorse the proposed Eagle Scout project as 

presented by Levi Stephens.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

The recommendations of the Codes & Ordinances Review Committee meeting held 

February 1, 2010 regarding limiting parking on LaSalle Avenue was reviewed.  Mayor 

Vruwink recommended changing the two hour restricted parking on LaSalle Avenue to 

include South Third Street to South Seventh Street rather than the committee 

recommendation of South Second Street to South Seventh Street. 

 

Moved by Wenger, seconded by Dzubay to establish two hour restricted parking on 

LaSalle Avenue between South Third Street and South Seventh Street between the hours 

of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Wenger to establish no parking on LaSalle Avenue 

between South Mill Street (Highway 25) and Highway 8 between midnight and 6:00 a.m. 

year round. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to amend the motion to establish no parking on 

LaSalle Avenue between South Third Street and South Seventh Street between midnight 

and 6:00 a.m.  Motion failed 2 ayes 3 nayes.  (Dietrich, Wenger and Rollins voting naye). 

 

The vote on the main motion was approved 3 ayes 2 nayes.  (Nordby and Dzubay voting 

naye). 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Nordby to table action on the recommendation of the 

Codes and Ordinances Review Committee to have no parking on the south side of 

LaSalle Avenue between South Seventh Street and South Ninth Street year round and 

that the curb be painted yellow.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the request of Chris Olson relative to the repeal of our existing 

Ordinance dealing with wind turbines.   Gerald Liden, City Attorney will prepare a new 

Ordinance for consideration by the city council at a later date. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        ____________________________   

                                                                         Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held January 

12, 2010 in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David 



Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Nicholas Dzubay, Mike Dietrich and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  John 

Porter and Dan Wenger.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Ron Fladten, Ken Near, Joe 

Weber, Barb Weber, Justin Weber and Mary Weber. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink. 

 

Alderperson Dzubay started the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Dzubay, to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 

Consent agenda: 

 

 a.  Approval of the minutes of December 8, 2009. 

 

       b.  Approval of the bills. 

 

c.  Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to authorize Byron  

     Miller, Chief of Police to attend the 2010 WCPA/FCCVT Mid-winter training 

     conference in Wisconsin Dells, February 14-17, 2010. 

 

       d.   Approval of the recommendation of the Police Committee to purchase ten (10) 

             portable radios and one (1) mobile radio at a local cost not to exceed $3,650.00 

             with the balance covered by a grant. 

 

        e.  Approval to purchase a video system for the squad car at a cost not to exceed 

             $4,500.00. 

 

        f.   Approval to purchase a laptop computer for use in a police squad car. 

 

        g.  Approval of the update to the City of Barron Emergency Operations Plan that 

             was previously approved on August 12, 2008. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Dzubay, Dietrich and Rollins. 

Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Dietrich to approve a Resolution Authorizing the 

Issuance of a $181,000.00 Taxable Tax Increment Revenue Bond of The City of Barron, 

Wisconsin to The Manor, LLC or Assigns.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to approve the request dated November 17, 

2009 from Vanyo K. Moody of The Manor, LLC to assign their tax increment payments 

to Voyager Bank.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 



Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rolllins to approve  Ordinance No. 2010 - # 1 

Establishing the 2010 Municipal Officer Compensation. 

 

Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to allocate the cost of the 132 lineal feet of 

mountable curb on the north side of the city hall parking lot at a cost of $3,168.00 one-

half to the city and one-half to the Sesquicentennial fund raising account.  Motion carried 

4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Discussion took place on the Codes and Ordinances Committee recommendation of 

August 10, 2009 regarding no parking on the east side of South 6
th

 Street from the alley 

north to USH 8 and that signage be added and that the curb be painted yellow.   Joe 

Weber, owner of Joe’s Barron Welding, 41 South 6
th

 Street spoke in opposition to the 

recommendation of the Codes and Ordinances Committee. 

 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Nordby to reject the August 10, 2009 recommendation of 

the Codes and Ordinances Committee regarding no parking along South 6
th

 Street   

Motion carried 3 ayes 2 nayes.  (Dzubay and Dietrich voting naye). 

 

Mayor Vruwink reported that Larry Johnson had worked on Christmas Day due to the 

snowfall and that the Mayor felt we should implement a policy whereby Mr. Johnson 

would receive holiday pay in addition to his regular pay.  The Mayor felt that the only 

time this would come into play would be Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day 

and felt he deserved this compensation.   Discussion took place on acting on each 

individual situation on a case by case basis as this does not occur very often. 

 

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Nordby to pay Larry Johnson holiday pay for snow 

removal on December 25, 2009.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Dzubay, seconded by Dietrich to approve the October 20, 2009 proposal from 

White Thermal Coating & Painting Co., Inc. for their work at the swimming pool in the 

amount of $18,802.00.  Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the December 31, 2009 proposals 

from Southport Engineering Systems, Inc. for work at the outdoor swimming pool in the 

amount of $9,500.00 and another $3,625.00 for all of the state requirements.  Motion 

carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time. 

 

Mayor Vruwink announced it was 8:20 p.m. and that he would entertain a motion to 

adjourn into closed session at this time. 

 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Dzubay to adjourn into closed session pursuant to Wis. 

Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) to consider employment, compensation or performance evaluation 



data of public employees over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility. 

 

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Dzubay, Dietrich and Rollins.  Voting against:  none. 

Motion carried 4 ayes 0 nayes. 

 

Mayor Vruwink called the meeting back into regular session at 9:00 p.m. 

 

No action was taken in closed session. 

 

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

__________________________                                                                             

Tony Slagstad, City Clerk 

 

 

 


